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Substantive equality in child marriage laws

|GS Paper I: Society |

n Sanjay Chaudhary v.

Guddan (2024), the

Allahabad High Court

annulled the marriage of a
couple, who got married when the
man was 12 and the woman was
nine, under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006.
While the man had filed a petition
for divorce when he was 20 years,
10 months and 28 days old, he
later amended his plea for
nullification of the marriage under
Section 3 of the PCMA. This allows
any party who got married as a
child to seek annulment of the
marriage as long as the petition is
filed within two years of attaining
majority.

Artificial differentiation

While ‘child’ in PCMA means a girl
below 18 years and a boy below 21
years of age, under the Majority
Act, 1875, majority is attained on
completing the age of 18 years,
without any distinction between
men and women. A literal reading
of the provisions of the PCMA thus
suggests that both male and
female parties can seek
annulment before they attain 20
years of age. The question that
arises is whether the male party
can annul the marriage at 23 years
or 20 years, due to the
gender-based difference in the
minimum age of marriage.

In 2011, the Madras High Court
in T. Sivakumar v. The Inspector of
Police held that a literal
interpretation will create an unfair
disadvantage for males married at
20 who, despite being married
below the legal age, would not be
able to annul their marriage, and
thus interpreted the age limit for
annulment for males to be 23.
Now, the Allahabad High Court in
Sanjay Chaudhary has countered
this by reasoning that male parties
entering into a marriage after
attaining 18 years cannot claim
ignorance of law or incapacity, as
a male above 18 years is
criminalised under PCMA for
marrying a female child. The
Allahabad High Court noted that
the difference in the minimum age
of marriage stems from patriarchal
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Men are given
more time than
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notions that expect men to be
older and financially responsible
in a marriage, while women are
perceived as secondary partners
and child-bearers. It opined that
having the same age limit, i.e.,
within 20 years of age, to file a
nullity petition is aligned with the
principle of gender equality.

Despite these observations, the
Allahabad High Court felt bound
by the Supreme Court’s
observation in Independent
Thought v. Union of India (2017),
which mentioned that men could
file annulment petitions till the age
of 23 years. Consequently, the
Allahabad High Court annulled the
child marriage, and the wife,
aggrieved by this ruling, has
appealed before the Supreme
Court. While the Supreme Court
will decide the age limit for boys
and men to file nullity petitions
under the PCMA, the High Court’s
reasoning strikes at gendered
assumptions that may require
re-examining the legal age for
marriage.

In Independent Thought, the
issue before the Supreme Court
was the constitutionality of the
marital rape exception in respect
of wives below 18 years, and not
the age limit for filing a nullity
petition under the PCMA. Its
observation that “a male child can
get the marriage annulled before
attaining the age of 23 years” was
made without examining in detail
annulment under the PCMA. This
interpretation results in a
substantive unfair disadvantage,
giving males more time than
females to exit a child marriage,
leaving wives unprotected and
disproportionately affected, which
undermines the central objective
of the PCMA to protect and
advance the status of women.

A case for no difference

This case exemplifies the need for
an uniform age of marriage in
India, but raising it to 21, as was
proposed in the now-lapsed
Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, to delay
pregnancy and marriage, and
advance women’s education and
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health, will do more harm than
good. Indian laws recognise 18 as
the age at which all major civil and
political rights take effect such as
voting, buying and selling
property, and entering into
contracts, among others. To delay
the civil right to enter into
marriage and blur the distinction
between adults and children
would deprive adults between
18-21 years of their right to life,
liberty, decisional autonomy,
privacy, and dignity. A 2024 study
by Enfold Proactive Health Trust
and Civic Data Lab, based on 174
PCMA judgments from three
States, revealed that 49.4% of
these marriages were self-initiated,
with the girls’ families lodging
complaints in 80% of these cases
as opposed to families reporting it
in only 30.9% of arranged or
forced marriages. Raising the age
of marriage will further extend
state and parental control over the
agency of women to be with a
partner of their choice. It will also
place them at greater risk of
deprivation of social protection
and health services as they may
fear criminal repercussions if their
child marriage is reported. It will
result in more arrests, detention,
breakdown of families, and
institutionalisation of young
people, at a significant
socio-economic and health cost,
and overburden the criminal
justice system. Gender equality
and improved health maternal
outcomes can be better achieved
through less restrictive and more
substantive alternatives such as
access to free and compulsory
education till 18 years, social
security schemes, barrier free
access to health services, and
comprehensive sexuality
education.

An opportunity

This is an opportunity to examine
the injustice in women’s access to
annulment arising from different
minimum ages for marriage,
consider an increase in the time
limit for seeking annulment, and
prescribe 18 as the uniform age of
marriage for all genders.
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Substantive Equality in Child Marriage Laws
aTer famE FefAl # areafas qaAved

In Sanjay Chaudhary v. Guddan (2024), the Allahabad High Court
annulled the marriage of a couple who married when the man was 12
and the woman was 9, under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
(PCMA), 2006.

T TR TAT T35 (2024) H, FAREG 3o~ A 37 Ui &
Rare fAwEa & fGam, s 12 9% & 3y & qow 3w oa¥ &y Iy A
m#mgmm,wﬁmmﬁmﬁwmﬁw@oo&#aﬁ
forar arar A

e The man filed a petition for divorce at 20 years, 10 months, and 28 days, and later
amended his plea for annulment under Section 3 of PCMA, which allows annulment if
filed within two years of attaining majority.

qey o 20 a¥, 10 7 iR 28 Rew Y 3 F Fork & v ARy g @ 3R A
H YT I & PCMA #Y 4RI 3 T8 faarg AREdeor & foaw geifed foa,
S Ig AT e § afe Arfepr aaehar gied FIA & ar a¥ o $fio} arR & el
gl

e While ‘child’ in PCMA means a girl below 18 years and a boy below 21 years, under the
Majority Act, 1875, majority is attained at 18 years.

Safh PCMA & 'dTeieh' &l 37T & Teh oIl S 18 a¥ & &H 3R Teh oI 2199 a
FH g, STdieh TAEFHAT ARAIH, 1875 F dgd gITHdr 18 ¥ & greg grar &

o The literal reading of PCMA suggests both male and female parties can seek annulment
before they attain 20 years of age.

PCMA & 2Tfsgsh saTear Ig Foid ol § o qov 3R Afger ait get 20 a¥ 61 3mg

¥ Jgol faare eREdeor $r s g aX F6hd gl
e The Allahabad High Court countered the Madras High Court’s 2011 ruling in T.

Sivakumar v. The Inspector of Police, which allowed annulment for males up to 23
years.

STEIEIG 3Td ~AMTel & A 3Td ~AMTeld & 2011 & $ad & flagar J-rA
glerg fAEe R qeie e, faas qel &1 23 a¥ o f3arg faecdentor v At &
TS oA

e The Court reasoned that males above 18 years are criminalized under PCMA for
marrying a female child, thus cannot claim ignorance of the law.

ST & ¥§ oo GA1 6 18 a8 & FW & Yeul & PCMA & T6d Teh Sl &
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f4aTg el 9 ORI €5 &1 AHAT LT TSl &, SHTO T Hlefel T 3TAAAT i
grar gl A Thd|

e The Court argued that the difference in minimum marriage age reflects patriarchal
notions, where men are expected to be older and financially responsible, while women
are seen as secondary partners and child-bearers.

=TT & &gl o faare T =geaa 3 # 3] Rquarcns arRonsit & g2 g,
STel gest & 39eTiehd 3t 38 3R Ty fSFaery &1 37dic &1 Sl 8, St
Afgem3it &1 ot @reft 3R AdACaRT F arel & FT H @I AT gl

o The Allahabad High Court emphasized that having the same age limit for annulment
petitions is in line with gender equality.

SATEIEIG 3T ~IIATd of I8 o 1641 b faarg oREdeor $r afhesit & fow
AT 31 AT AT gATar & 36T g
o Despite this reasoning, the Court felt bound by the Supreme Court’s 2017 observation in

Independent Thought v. Union of India, which allowed annulment petitions for males up
to 23 years.

SH % & ddole, A6 o 2017 H 5/395¢ gic §0/7 HRT HTH FNA HIc 6
feoqolt & srewr Agg@ fohar, oraa gl & fav fdarg TRedeor & ifenm 23 af
e 3egATT &1 TS o

e The wife, aggrieved by this ruling, has appealed before the Supreme Court, which will
decide on the age limit for annulment petitions under PCMA.

58 fAUTT @ 3Ed Uooll o WA HIE H AT AT &, ST PCMA & T8 faarg
foREcheRtor I3t & fow 3y Ao @ Ao |

e The Supreme Court's ruling in Independent Thought focused on the constitutionality of
the marital rape exception, not the age limit for annulment under PCMA.

ghA FIE a1 AT 573952 gicH dafegew geaet Irdarg 1 Gadefaendr W Hied ar, &
f PCMA & Tgd faarg farediaor & faw 3mg der w

e The current interpretation creates an unfair disadvantage for females, who can only
annul a marriage before they turn 20, while males have a longer window until 23.

IIAT SIET Teh Heqr el disadvantage 3cdesl el ©, ST6T ATGETT Shael 20 I T
3MY ¥ ggel fAaTg AREANHOT F Fehcll §, STafeh qesT 1 23 9§ T &I ol THT
faerar &1

e The gendered assumptions in the interpretation undermine the objective of PCMA to
protect and advance the status of women.

egrEaT # for 3renfa 4RoNT PCMA & 36820 1 FHASAR Fcll o, Sif ATGeT3IT hr
feafa & geam 3 3eafa & & faw gl

e A case for no difference in annulment age suggests that 18 should be the uniform age of
marriage for all genders.

farg ARENHIOT T I A AeHd 7 A & AT Ig ATHAT Ig g T g &
Tt feremt & forw faarg i qAET 3my 18 gl =gl
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e Raising the marriage age to 21, as proposed in the Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, will likely do more harm than good.

2021 # &AM ool faarg Y (Geee) f99ae & dgd faarg 1 31y a1 21 ds
eIl TS 3T T SATET ehdlel S|

o Indian laws recognize 18 years as the age for civil rights such as voting, property rights,
and contracts.

HRAT Flofeil H 18 a8 Y AMIRS HSRT & fAT 3 & &7 # TR har mr g,
S Hclele, §UR & 3fRhR 3R et

e Raising the age of marriage could deprive individuals between 18-21 years of their
rights to life, liberty, autonomy, privacy, and dignity.

faarg & 3 deret @ 18-21 a4 & A & Gidbadl & Siided, T, FAGHT,

MR 3R aIRAT & 3Rt T aRT & T g
e A 2024 study by Enfold Proactive Health Trust and Civic Data Lab showed that 49.4% of
child marriages were self-initiated by the girls.

2024 # Enfold Proactive Health Trust 3R Civic Data Lab GaRT f&U 10 Ueh 3reaqdeT #
Ig fe@mr =T 3 49.4% Jrer farg iRt garT ¥au uRfAa fhe aw 9

¢ Raising the marriage age would further extend state and parental control over women’s
autonomy in choosing a partner.

fare 1 1Y Tert @ ARG H 3T FRA F FoAl HT FAR—IAAT W AT AR
ATaT-Rar &1 g 3R g

e Raising the marriage age might increase arrests, detention, and family breakdown,
burdening the criminal justice system.

faarg @1 31y ot @ Frar, Bwd, 3R Tiafie go-ge & gefer & adr &,
R 3OS I TGEAT W Sa1d FSa|

e Gender equality and better health outcomes can be achieved through less restrictive
alternatives like free education till 18, social security schemes, and access to health
services.

foleT FATTar 3R Sgak Tareed aRonH &/ gfaaurcaA® Adhedl & Aregd & ured e
ST Eehdl 8, S 18 a¥ T AW T, ararfsieh gRat A= 3R Faeeg qansit ah
I

o This is an opportunity to re-examine women's access to annulment due to the
gendered difference in marriage age and consider a uniform age of marriage.

7E Afgen3it Hr farg fATEdHOr aF TET N LA T H o F I3 g, S A
3G & oo MR 3R & FROT g, 3R T FAT faag 3Y | TR el
W &l
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The impact of classifying denotified tribes

How many denotified, semi-nomadic, and nomadic tribes have been comprehensively categorised by the Anthropological Survey of India and Tribal Research

Institutes? What will be the impact on SC, ST and OBC reservations? How many communities were classified for the first time ever?

GS Paper |: Socie!

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
he Anthropological Survey of
India (AnSI) and Tribal
Research Institutes (TRI) across
the country have for the first
time comprehensively categorised 268
denotified, semi-nomadic, and nomadic
tribes that were thought to have never
been classified before. After a three-year
study, the AnSI and TRIs have
recommended the inclusion of 179 of
these communities in the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other
Backward Classes lists. At least 85 of these
communities are being recommended for
a classification for the first time ever. The
study also found that 63 communities that
had never been classified were “not
traceable” anymore — meaning that they
had likely assimilated into larger
communities, changed their names, or
migrated to other States.

Why was the study needed?
Ever since the Criminal Tribes Act of 1924
was repealed in August 1949, after which
communities notified as “criminal” had
been denotified, successive commissions
have tried to classify these communities,
starting with the First Backward Classes
Commission headed by Kaka Kalelkar.
Since then, the Lokur Committee
(1965), the Mandal Commission (1980),
the Renke Commission (2008), and the
Idate Commission (2017) have tried to
classify such tribes across the country.
However, they have fallen short of being
able to identify all such communities.
The last Commission tasked with this
was the one headed by Bhiku Ramiji Idate,
which submitted its report in December
2017. In this report, it had listed a total of
over 1,200 denotified, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic tribes across the country, apart
from which, it said there were 267
communities that had never been
classified. The Idate Commission’s report

Official recognition: Members of the Adi tribe in Siang, Arunachal Pradesh on January 28. anI

had noted that previous commissions had
never been able to classify these
communities, recommending strongly
that the classification work be completed
as soon as possible. To this end, the Prime
Minister’s Office constituted a Special
Committee in February 2019, headed by
the Vice Chairperson of the NITI Aayog,
consisting of Mr. Idate, Dr. J.K. Bajaj of the
Centre for Policy Studies, and the
Director-General of the AnSI as members.
This Committee gave the work of
classification to the AnSI and TRIs, which
began work on the project in February
2020, submitting a report in August 2023.

What is the need for categorisation?
The Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Social Justice and Empowerment had
in a December 2022 report said that it had
repeatedly flagged the government’s

“inability to take necessary action” on the
speedy categorisation of these
communities. “Delay in locating them
would increase their suffering and they
would not be able to get benefits of the
prevailing schemes meant for the welfare
of SC/STs,” the House panel said.

S. Narayan, Professor Emeritus at the
Institute of Social Sciences in New Delhi
pointed out that the issue with wrong
categorisation began with some of the
first Censuses ever conducted by colonial
administrations. “There were many
instances of tribes being classified as
castes and vice versa. Many of it may have
had political considerations behind it and
this continued after Independence as
well.” He added that while the act of
including communities in SC, ST, OBC
lists may be political, when one applies an
anthropological lens to it, the

Impact of Classifying Denotified Tribes

fEaRRwss seenfaal A Feffga F@ #1 woma

The Anthropological Survey of India (AnSl) and Tribal Research

classifications are bound to be different.
Further, community activists and
experts like Dr. B.K. Lodhi, who also
assisted the Idate Commission in its work,
said that in the absence of a complete list
of denotified, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic communities across the country,
it has been very difficult to organise the
communities and its peoples. “Some are
classified as SC, ST, OBC, some of this is
also incorrect. And beyond this, there are
hundreds that have not been classified.”

What will be the impact?
Now that almost all denotified, nomadic,
and semi-nomadic tribes are closer to
being classified than ever before, one
impact has been political. Community
activists across U.P., Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are pushing hard to
question the premise of classifying these
communities as SC, ST, and OBC
altogether, with an eye on reservations.
Within the Development and Welfare
Board for De-notified, Nomadic and
Semi-Nomadic Communities, there are
now two strands of thoughts. One calls for
the completion of the classification
process so that all denotified, nomadic,
and semi-nomadic tribes get benefits
meant for them as per the classification of
SC, ST, or OBC, including that of
reservation. The other calls for creating a
separate classification altogether — for
denotified tribes in the form of a Schedule
in the Constitution. Secondly, depending
on what action the government takes on
the recommendations on this study, it will
make it easier for State governments to
initiate the process of inclusion if they so
decide to do it.

What next?

While the AnSI and TRIs have completed
the ethnographic study, this report
remains with the Special Committee
headed by the Vice-Chairperson of the
NITI Aayog. Officials have said that this
committee is now “scrutinising” the
recommendations and will soon prepare
a final report, on which the Government
will take a call.

Institutes (TRI) across the country have for the first time
comprehensively categorised 268 denotified, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic tribes that were thought to have never been classified

before.
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Ever since the Criminal Tribes
Act of 1924 was repealed in
August 1949, after which
communities notified as
“criminal” had been denotified,
successive commissions have
tried to classify these
communities.
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Community activists across
U.P., Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are
pushing hard to question the
premise of classifying these
communities as SC, ST, and
0BC altogether, with an eye on
reservations.
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While the AnSl and TRIs have
completed the ethnographic
study, this report remains with
the Special Committee headed
by the Vice-Chairperson of the
NITI Aayog.
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o ugNEiEd G 3E 3Ar (Ansl) 3R gsaer Rud $¥dege (TRI) A SAR
# ggell SR 268 BAMREIFS, IT-gAq, 3N gA Sieiaat H1 F7T §7 &
gafieor foham § Toieg Ugel et gafieha w¥g1 Tohar arar |
After a three-year study, the AnSI and TRIs have recommended the inclusion of 179 of

these communities in the Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other
Backward Classes (OBC) lists.

o ol W #T IJeIYA & 91, AnSI IR TRIs & 37 FHAT # & 179 & Iqqfad
St (SC), Hqgfaa St (ST) 3R 3 Ro3r a9t (OBC) gl & FaAraer
1 fawrier $r &

At least 85 of these communities are being recommended for a classification for the first
time ever.

o %1 GHGHI H ¥ &H § %A 85 F! Ugell IR H3f o Fefiepdd fhv St & faw
faomTier &1 s @ g

The study also found that 63 communities that had never been classified were “not
traceable” anymore — meaning that they had likely assimilated into larger communities,
changed their names, or migrated to other States.

o TS H FE o wra AT o6 63 Fegary S el el AT gU A, e g
TE T T — FHH A ¢ [ I ARG I3 FHAGHET F FAMRA @ aw
3% ATH dGof AT &, AT J 3T AT H Tl T I

Why Was the Study Needed?
I YA FAT TR g1?

Ever since the Criminal Tribes Act of 1924 was repealed in August 1949, after which
communities notified as “criminal” had been denotified, successive commissions have
tried to classify these communities.

o TrfATTar TIgsd wae 1924 &1 3PFT 1949 A foRET U I & 9T, ST
“HRIEH" & §q A AT FFert i foewss fhar i, a9 @ [affes
RN o g7 FHSTAT T FITROT FTel T ALY HT g

The last commission, headed by Bhiku Ramji Idate, submitted its report in December

2017. In this report, it had listed over 1,200 denotified, semi-nomadic, and nomadic
tribes across the country.

o 3R 3T, forgehr regerr sy THSA e A 1, o 3o RO fRewaw
2017 # WA &1 36 RAIE # 2R A 1,200 & 3o f3AIRCHISs, 3re-ga,
3R g STetenfaat fr =l & a1 o
The ldate Commission's report noted that previous commissions had never been able

to classify these communities and strongly recommended that the classification work be
completed as soon as possible.
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o & IMARTH RO & Fg =Ae fnar o Moo 3mEET 3 w3l 50 Fget o
FaffeRtuT FET fohar 3R 30 &1 A1 Sfeq A STog QU e I SIRGR FAwriRer
&

What is the Need for Categorisation?

geffergor Y TaeTHar w4t &2

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment in a

) s

December 2022 report said that it had repeatedly flagged the government’s “inability to
take necessary action” on the speedy categorisation of these communities.

o uHIfaF A iR AREREr W Tudy T afAfa S fEew 2022 & RO
H &gl fF 30 TR-GR TWHR FI SR PRATS Tal Pat HI 3FATAT Y
3SR faar &

e S. Narayan, Professor Emeritus at the Institute of Social Sciences in New Delhi,
pointed out that the issue with wrong categorisation began with some of the first
censuses ever conducted by colonial administrations.

o S. AR, 7S ool TEIT Were AEAST ST H Nhaw tAReH, 1 T
9T & ITeTd qaffeRioT Y THEREAT qg FT IRl YmEe garT R e
ggel TETUT & YE g3
e Activists like Dr. B.K. Lodhi, who also assisted the Idate Commission, pointed out that

without a complete list of these communities, it has been difficult to organize them and
provide appropriate benefits.

o 31 dL.&. Aefi 3T FRASAT A, gl Sgd AR & Y ggrIar 1, Ig Farr
& o7 Foert & v g G & o, 308 Farfod et 3R 3T o gereT
AT AR g I &

What Will Be the Impact?
SHHT FIT YHTG EIoM?

o Political impact has been observed as community activists in U.P., Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, and Gujarat are pushing hard to classify these communities under SC, ST,
and OBC categories.

o TSTNAsh YBTId W 1T § Fifeh 3T Feer, §RATOM, ALT 9&e, 3R IR &
FHTT HAehdl g AR T SC, ST, 3 OBC AU # gufiep et
SRER @Iferer & @ &

e Within the Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Communities, there are two main strands of thought: one for including them
in existing categories for reservations and another for creating a separate classification.
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o fEeifewrss, goq st srf-gaq wopemt & R st Feamr @S 7 farurr
I & HET YRV §: Teh 3oTch FHELY I § Hisiar A0 # HRET0T & fow
3R gEd v Jreer geffeor S i g

What Next?
39 3T FIT?

e While the AnSl and TRIs have completed the ethnographic study, the report remains

with the Special Committee headed by the Vice-Chairperson of NITI Aayog for
scrutiny.

o Safeh AnS| AR TRIs & AT 3eqTeT G &< forar g, RO NITI 3maer
& JUTETRT CaNT Aiqjed fhU 1T faQY wfAfy & ur s & faw gl

e The government will soon take a call on the recommendations made by this committee.

o TIHR STeg & 39 AMAT garT Hr 75 {wiiket W v @l
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New study decodes when the Nicobarese
people came to the island

For a long time, scientists believed the Austroasiatic ancestors of the Nicobarese community migrated to the island more than 11,000 years ago;

the new study corrects this impression by taking a closer look at DNA mutations, showing that they arrived at the island around 5000 years ago

|GS Paper I: Tribes in India |

Sanjukta Mondal
BENGALURU

ore than half a million years

ago, one of humans’

ancestors took a bold step

and ventured beyond Africa,
the cradle of humankind, in search of
greener pastures. Since then humans
have explored every habitable corner of
the globe, often driven by the need to find
new sources of food and to escape
diseases and natural disasters.

Researchers have documented many
migrations in great detail in the historical
and archaeological records - but even
now, some chapters are missing from this
epic tale.

One part of the missing story was
recently published in the European
Journal of Human Genetics. Scientists from
India have reported finding the genetic
heritage of the people of the Nicobar
Archipelago in the Indian Ocean.

The team conducted a detailed analysis
of genetic data collected from 1,559
individuals across South and Southeast
Asia. They found ancestral ties between
the Nicobarese and the Htin Mal
community, a population from the
Laos-Thailand region.

The Nicobarese were also found to
have retained their Austroasiatic language
roots — a language family spanning
Southeast Asia — of the Khmuic branch.

“Almost 20 years ago, we collected
DNA from tribes in the Andaman and
Nicobar region. We could not gather
much information from DNA for the
Nicobarese population but we related
them to some South Asian groups and
estimated their age to be around 11,500
years,” said Kumarasamy Thangaraj of the
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad.

He co-led the study with Gyaneshwer
Chaubey of Banaras Hindu University.

“Since then, we [have] analysed many
people within India and saw many
advancements in technology,” including
the sequencing of one million human
genomes. “Using these new techniques,
we found that the Nicobarese are closer to
Southeast Asian groups who migrated
approximately 5,000 years ago,” said Mr.
Thangaraj.

Uncovering the ancestry trial
The Andaman and the Nicobar Islands are
separated by the Ten Degree Channel,
which is around 150 km wide. Though
they’re close to each other, the peoples of
the two islands have significantly different
physical features, which also differ from
those of the people of mainland India.
These differences have stoked scientists’
curiosity about where the Nicobarese
people originated.

In 2005, one research team that
included the co-leads of this study
investigated the origins of Andaman
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A group of Nicobarese people gather to inaugurate a new hut on Teressa island in the Nicobar. TRIBAL COUNCIL, TERESSA/FILE PHOTO

Islanders by analysing mitochondrial
DNA, which is passed down by mothers to
their children. They discovered that the
indigenous tribal groups Onge and Great
Andamanese preserved two ancient
maternal genetic lineages called M31 and
M32, meaning they had a common
ancestor. These lineages likely evolved in
isolation for a long time, with a genetic
history found to date back to humans
travelling along the Indian Ocean coast
50,000 to 70,000 years ago.

The study also revealed the Nicobarese
were closely linked to Southeast Asian
populations.

However, it couldn’t say when exactly
they set foot on Nicobar.

In the new study, rather than
mitochondrial DNA, the researchers
analysed biparental and uniparental
genetic markers from 1,554 previously
studied individuals and five newly
collected samples from the Nicobarese
population. Biparental genetic material is
inherited from both parents and
uniparental is from one parent.

Biparental genetic material in
particular is more instructive than
mitochondrial DNA because it contains
the complete genome (DNA contributed
by both parents), paving the way for
researchers to uncover more clearly
relationships and differences between
populations.

Equipped with their data, the team
carried out an admixture analysis, a
method for estimating how much of an
individual’s genetic makeup comes from
different ancestral populations. The team
also used principal component analysis, a

Earlier study of mitochondrial
DNA to investigate origins of
Andaman Islanders had also
revealed that the Nicobarese
communities were closely linked

statistical tool that can assess complex
genetic datasets and create simple
visualisations that elucidate the genetic
similarities and differences.

The results confirmed previously
suggested links between the Nicobarese
and Southeast Asian populations and also
provided a higher-resolution view of their
genetic stories by pinpointing their
ancestral links to the Htin Mal.

Correcting the timeline

For a long time, scientists believed the
Austroasiatic ancestors of the Nicobarese
migrated to the island more than 11,000
years ago. The new study corrected this
impression by taking a closer look at DNA
mutations.

Some sections of human DNA can
evolve and mutate over centuries, often
under the influence of environmental
factors — e.g. when a population moves to
anew land with different weather
conditions. These mutations can provide
clues about when a population might
have migrated to a region.

Due to its geographical isolation, the
ancient Nicobarese tribe has preserved its
genetic identity without significant
admixture with different populations. So
by comparing the differences in

mutations between the genetic ancestors
and the migrated populations, the
scientists were able to trace their time of
arrival at the Nicobar Islands:
approximately 5,000 years ago, according
to Mr. Thangaraj.

Future ventures

Despite bearing genetic similarities with
Southeast Asian groups, the lifestyle of
the Nicobarese is entirely different, Mr.
Thangaraj said. “I have visited the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
collected samples from the Nicobarese, so
I've seen their lifestyle first-hand. It is
fascinating to compare them with
linguistically similar groups elsewhere.”

Indeed, the unique societal dynamics
of the Nicobarese people are still largely
uncharted.

Mr. Thangaraj also singled out their
isolation from pathogens. “For example,
during COVID, [the Nicobarese] were
protected unless someone from the
mainland brought the virus,” he said.
“Unlike us, who have adapted to polluted
and pathogen-filled environments, they
might struggle with infections if exposed
to other regions.”

The team plans to dive further into the
genetic adaptations of these isolated
populations to uncover how natural
selection and environmental factors have
shaped their survival strategies and
immune response to diseases.

Sanjukta Mondal is a
chemist-turned-science-writer with
experience in writing popular science
articles and scripts for STEM YouTube
channel. (sanjuktamondal.sm@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Due to its geographical
isolation, the ancient
Nicobarese tribe has
preserved its genetic identity
without significant admixture
with different populations

v

By comparing the differences
in mutations between the
genetic ancestors and the
migrated populations, the
scientists were able to trace
their time of arrival at the
Nicobar Islands

v

But the unique societal
dynamics of the Nicobarese
people still remain largely
uncharted
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New study decodes when the Nicobarese people came to the
island

AT JEIAT F qaT For ¢ fF APl AT 37 g W Fa
e &

For along time, scientists believed the Austroasiatic ancestors of the Nicobarese
community migrated to the island more than 11,000 years ago; the new study
corrects this impression by taking a closer look at DNA mutations, showing that
they arrived at the island around 5,000 years ago

a9 AT ¥ dfawt F1 AW or F e e & s @
11,000 &1 & Y 9ger $H gAY 9N T F; AT FLFAA o ATCAT FeIRTAA T FAT
¥ o} AR W YRUN H g Y a1 §, ad gar aaar § & F «9rser 5,000
I 9gd 39 gdI9 W 3T )

Ancient Human Migration and the Nicobarese Genetic Link

yreie AT vaw 3R AeEr de A sregaie w9

e More than half a million years ago, one of humans' ancestors took a bold step and
ventured beyond Africa, the cradle of humankind, in search of greener pastures.

9T A A ¥ AF AT gee, AT Q@ A @ U A U AEdl FEHA 31T 3R
3TRYRT, ST ATTT FAAT HT 3FH T ¢, ¥ agX [Aehorohy gl Saar i @ier Y& $|

¢ Since then, humans have explored every habitable corner of the globe, often driven
by the need for food, and to escape diseases and natural disasters.

a9 ¥, AT A gt F YAF @t AT P FT Hea9or B, 33 @y |iar
oermer, feRET ¥ q99 3R wEHfaw maeet @ = & fav

o Researchers have documented many migrations in great detail in historical and
archaeological records, but some chapters are still missing.

MuHar3l o sfagre 3R rarfeas fforwt 7§ w8 vamwl #1 RJear & grdEsieor
faar &, ofert 3@ off F5 e gy &

Genetic Heritage of Nicobar Archipelago

faRer qdivwsg @ aeqafds e

e A part of the missing story was recently published in the European Journal of Human
Genetics.

SH Y FHglell & Teh BEAT 8T & H JARTT Tt 36 egAT A fead H Fehrild
g31T|
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Scientists from India have reported finding the genetic heritage of the people of the
Nicobar Archipelago in the Indian Ocean.

ART F defaal o ARAT FREER # Pua fser v & o fr aregafs
Raa & @ier $ir B

The team conducted a detailed analysis of genetic data from 1,559 individuals
across South and Southeast Asia.

58 &a o aftror ik afdror-qd wflem & 1,559 safFaat & sneqafe Ser @ fawqa
fareateroT fama|

They found ancestral ties between the Nicobarese and the Htin Mal community, a
population from the Laos-Thailand region.

3rgiel famar At 3R ardds-ansite e fr gfew Arer Serenfa & S qEdSt & S
FI 5|

The Nicobarese were also found to have retained their Austroasiatic language roots,
specifically from the Khmuic branch.

fmart deit o 3r9e sifegefienfes smar Fr 513 o ST W §, Y ®9 d e
ATET |

DNA Research and Discoveries

AT FgEuT X @

20 years ago, researchers collected DNA samples from tribes in the Andaman and
Nicobar region.

TAHI 20 VT T8, MUHAI3 o 35AT 3 AFER &7 A Srenaar ¥ Hvae
A The U

At that time, they estimated the Nicobarese population's age to be around 11,500
years but had limited information.

38 AT, 3egl (ARG SeTHEr Y A ST 11,500 q§ 3ichr o, wAfeheT SgT ha
SITARRT Y|

With advancements in technology, including sequencing one million human
genomes, researchers have now found that the Nicobarese are genetically closer to
Southeast Asian groups who migrated about 5,000 years ago.

S TP P Sewtta, o v FAfeTer At A srgwaor anfAe § @ 3w
ARt o arar fo flardy e gfaror-qd ofens woEl & afs fawe 8 Seeia
ST 5,000 a¥ gger garw fHaT U

Tracing the Ancestry of Nicobarese People

Rt ot & et # @

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are separated by the Ten Degree Channel, which
is around 150 km wide.

3sA 3R fARaR gdfiv e Bt dear @ fasnfara §, S aemsrer 150 falt =ter 3
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Despite their proximity, the people of Andaman and Nicobar have significantly
different physical features, unlike mainland India.

fecar & Srasg, 3sAE HR AFER F ael @ aRE Fevad gea sfF sRa
& AN & FTH AT

In 2005, a study found that indigenous tribal groups Onge and Great Andamanese
share two ancient maternal genetic lineages called M31 and M32.

2005 # T 7T 3reTTeT H 9 T G 3t 3R de A I wHgt F M31
3R M32 AT TTefieT AT AfaE Fenaelt a1 S|

These genetic markers suggest their ancestors traveled along the Indian Ocean coast
50,000 to 70,000 years ago.

¥ At fogsT g § T 3e7eh qder 50,000 & 70,000 9§ Ugel HRCAT HAFHNER

de ¥ WY IETH g |

The new study used biparental and uniparental genetic markers, analyzing 1,554
previously studied individuals and five new samples from Nicobarese.

AT reags A gfulaRe 3R wwaRaRes srqafis Reat & suaer faar
S ad 1,554 gga & reqaar e arv eafFadl 3ik el @9qe™r & 5 9T auEl o
faeawor fohar )

Biparental genetic material is more informative as it contains the complete genome
from both parents, helping researchers better understand population relationships
and differences.

cfaaRaR® Aafe qHa e FaeicAs gl ¢ it 3HA a1 Arar-far @
yrea Qo Sias 8T &, fad aershai3i @ sSeaear da Ul AR Aewansi # dgo]
gHs H Ace fAadr gl

Genetic Study of the Nicobarese

faprardl Serenfar @1 AeTafE ey

The team conducted an admixture analysis, estimating how much of an individual's
genetic makeup comes from different ancestral populations.

aH o sfAFEaR faeevor fohan, fSea 78 AT oemar I R foRely cafdd &
HTATAF T T fohel Rear AP @ Sawear & 30 &

They also used principal component analysis, a statistical tool that helps in visualizing
genetic similarities and differences.

3egiet RIfATer Fleie faRatyor &1 o 3wl R, St sqafls @amranit siv
ATt 1 TISe T H Heg L gl

The study confirmed previously suggested links between the Nicobarese and
Southeast Asian populations and provided a higher-resolution view of their genetic
history, tracing their ancestral links to the Htin Mal.

YT o Ugel § GSAU AT fARany 3R gfAror-qd vRarg serwear & e deei
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qiSe T 3R 3oTehr efafren sfcerd T it sea-RafeqersT arell awdR der= &, 5
3o qdeil #Y gl A F See ¥

Correcting the Timeline

FHAAIET FT FUR

Earlier, scientists believed that Austroasiatic ancestors of the Nicobarese migrated
over 11,000 years ago.

Ugel delfeeh HTd ¥ o fAeear sietenfa & Jifegiefamies qdsr 11,000 €1 qga

JarH R e I

The new study corrected this by analyzing DNA mutations, which evolve over centuries
due to environmental factors.

AT FCIIA of AT 3cARGAA I [IWITUT Flh 3T Tl ThdT, Si IATERONT HFRPI b
HROT Afear & Fefad ga gl

These mutations help in tracing migration timelines, as populations adapt to new
climates and conditions.

Y 3cARGAT T I FHIGT &l o A & Heg R 8, FI1h AAGEAT AT FeAarg
it aRfeufaal & 3TER 3gmes F B

Due to geographical isolation, the Nicobarese preserved their genetic identity without
significant mixing with other populations.

stafas srerama & HROT, AR STAailicl o et Irqafds ggare a1 91 3=
SITHEAT & HIY HAgcaqul AT & wiad @l

By analyzing genetic mutations, scientists estimated their migration to Nicobar Islands
around 5,000 years ago, according to Mr. Thangaraj.

IqafAT IcaRader & faRawor 4, Tl & 3T oo f el St
TS 5,000 AT Ygod FAFIER gdd & o2, it GaRTer & 3R |

Future Ventures

afasg Y AT

Despite genetic similarities with Southeast Asian groups, the Nicobarese lifestyle is
entirely different.

cfaror-qd TS WHEl & WY TR FAEA Bl & Sras[g, fARart serenfa
Shaerdlel @t e & 3o B

Mr. Thangaraj personally visited Andaman and Nicobar Islands, collected samples,
and observed their unique lifestyle.
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AN GIRTe A SAfFTId T U WA AR AFER gdha 1 S B, Ja v fa,
3R 3T 3eTST Siaedel S

One notable factor is their isolation from pathogens, making them vulnerable to
infections from external populations.

Teh HEcdqUT Uge] 3eTohl TSIl § HeNd &, TTHd 3 Igdl J6Edr & §HAT &
i TaeTelel & Tehd &

During COVID-19, the Nicobarese remained protected unless someone from the
mainland introduced the virus.

FfA5-19 & SR, ARl AT @ 99 aF fF F1§ q&T A § Iy A 7
3|

Unlike modern populations, they have not adapted to polluted and pathogen-filled
environments, making them susceptible to new infections.

Iy SAHeEar & fAwlid, 3761 Tgfa AR MTereiah-TaFa aATaRor & 3Heleholed g1
forar §, 598 3 av gFAv & 9fa dacaie & T 2l

The team plans to study the genetic adaptations of isolated populations, focusing on
natural selection and immune responses.

&I HEATM-YAN T3 FTAREAT & IHNJafAF HThelel I AT el AloTell &l TE ¢,
e yrgpfas awer s gforen wfafsar w0 sa=r femr seam|
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HAIE F1 Fea § & SC T I HWFRT IR wgw F R A

gateh &
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SdaleT A9 @A arell g NRA A & T w9
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o &

Modi likely to visit U.S. to
deepen ties, says Trump

US. President, however, adds a new dimension to the relationship soon after a telephone call
with the Prime Minister, calling for putting America first in trade relations with major economies

|Gs Paper Ii: India-US |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi is like-
ly to visit Washing-

ton DC in February, U.S.
President Donald Trump
has said.

In an announcement
that came hours after Mr.
Trump and Mr. Modi spoke
over the phone on Mon-
day, the White House
called for a “fair bilateral
trading relationship”, and
indicated that India would
host the leaders of the Qua-
drilateral grouping in the
coming months.

“The two leaders dis-
cussed expanding and dee-
pening cooperation. They
also discussed a range of
regional issues, including
security in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, the Middle East, and Eu-
rope. The President em-

Coming closer: The White House says the two leaders discussed
expanding and deepening cooperation. REUTERS

phasised the importance
of increasing its procure-
ment of America-made se-
curity equipment and
moving toward a fair bilat-
eral trading relationship,”
the White House statement
said.

“The leaders discussed
plans for Mr. Modi to visit
the White House, under-

scoring the strength of the
friendship and strategic
ties between our nations.
Both leaders emphasised
their commitment to ad-
vance the U.S.-India stra-
tegic partnership and the
Indo-Pacific Quad partner-
ship, with India hosting
Quad leaders for the first
time later this year,” the

press note said.

Mr. Modi on Monday
said he had a telephone
conversation with Mr.
Trump and had agreed to
work for “global peace”
and “security”. “Congratu-
lated him [Mr. Trump] on
his historic second term.
We are commiitted to a mu-
tually beneficial and trust-
ed partnership,” the Prime
Minister said. However,
President Trump added a
new dimension to the rela-
tionship soon after holding
the telephone call with Mr.
Modi, with the call for put-
ting “America first” in
trade relation with major
economies. “We are going
to put tariffs on outside
countries,” Mr. Trump told
a gathering of House Repu-
blicans in Florida.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Modi Likely to Visit U.S.
to Deepen Ties, Says
Trump

#I'c."ramﬁwrmzﬂrrw

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to visit
Washington DC in
February, according to U.S.
President Donald Trump.
YT g AN & Bwad
# aifdres Sl e A
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T 8, AN Tegufer Seres € & IHqER

The announcement came hours after a telephone conversation on Monday between
Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi.

Ig BoT AFaR H A €T 3R AR A & S el & g et ag TS|

The White House emphasized a “fair bilateral trading relationship”, and indicated
that India would host the leaders of the Quadrilateral grouping in the coming
months.

TgTse &34 o “fasuer gfavafy sarae deul W SR e 3R daa fear 6 sma
I A FQAl A FaAT3 THE F AqIAT AT ASEEAT F|

The leaders discussed expanding and deepening cooperation, including regional
issues such as security in the Indo-Pacific, the Middle East, and Europe.

AaT3i o gEAr @ fAEar 3R TEE & W Tt A, Sae g, aew 4@ sk
AT F G S &g e ATAe |

President Trump highlighted the importance of increasing procurement of America-
made security equipment and moving toward a fair bilateral trading relationship.

Tegafa €9 o IARF-fAffAT gean sywo fr @die s 3R fasuer gfavefr saR
TEY AT 3R T & FAged Bl W@ifhd fohaT|

Both leaders emphasized advancing the U.S.-India strategic partnership and
strengthening the Indo-Pacific Quad partnership.

SrAT AT o IANB-HRT IEfaw FBERr F 39T e 3R F-4fAPw Fars
TG T AT el W AN &2

India will host Quad leaders for the first time later this year, according to the press
note.

U e & AN, AR 39 9§ F Hd & Tgell IR FaT3 A3 F Asarh Fam|

Mr. Modi said on Monday that he had agreed to work for “global peace” and
“security” during his phone conversation with Mr. Trump.

st AN A FHIR F Fgl & 3ogiar s ST T MBI arar & R "dRaw anfae
3R "G & AT HH T W FATT T H|

Prime Minister Modi congratulated President Trump on his historic second term,
calling for a mutually beneficial and trusted partnership.

THTAFHAT A o Aegafa TT ! Iofeh AT AN FREFE W a4 & 37 ot
AR 3R SRWHE WBERY FT 3MeaT Rl

President Trump added a new dimension to the relationship by emphasizing “America
first” in trade relations and announced potential tariffs on outside countries.

WSeUfd e o SAUR FaeT 7 "IARNFT HF" W IR ¢ qeUl H T 31 3ATH
SieT 3R e & W waifaa R Fr givom Fi

“We are going to put tariffs on outside countries,” said Mr. Trump while addressing
House Republicans in Florida.
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Ram Rahim walks out of jail on
30-day parole ahead of Delhi
election, to stay at Sirsa ashram

GS Paper ll:

Judicia
umtma;

Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gur-
meet Ram Rahim Singh, a
rape and murder convict,
again walked out of Rohtak’s
Sunaria jail in Haryana on
30-day parole on Tuesday.
Temporarily released from
jail for around a dozen times
since he was convicted in
two rape cases in 2017, Mr.
Singh’s release coincided
with the high-stakes Delhi
Assembly election sche-
duled on February 5.

In a first instance since
his conviction, Singh has
been allowed to stay at his
dera headquarters in Sirsa
this time during the parole.
Unconfirmed reports said
he has been accorded per-
mission to stay put at Sirsa
ashram till February 6 and
would later shift to Uttar Pra-
desh ashram.

Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh

Confirming his release,
Dera Sacha Sauda spokes-
person Jitender Khurana
told The Hindu that “guru ji”
had reached the Sirsa ash-
ram after his release.

According to the Haryana
Good Conduct Prisoners
(Temporary Release) Act,
2022, a convicted prisoner
can be granted 10 weeks of
parole in a calendar year on
the completion of one year
of sentence and it can be
availed in two parts.

However, it is not for the

d1gY AT

first time that Mr. Singh’s re-

lease from jail has coincided
with the election. Opposing
his release on parole during
Haryana Assembly poll last
year, Anshul Chatrapati, the
son of slain journalist Ram-
chander Chatrapati, in
whose murder case Ram Ra-
him was convicted in Janu-
ary 2019, had, in a letter to
Chief Election Commission-
er, pointed out that he had
been out of jail for 255 days
since 2022 and six out of 10
times he was released dur-
ing the elections. He also
questioned the decision to
allow him to stay at Sirsa
ashram. “He is still facing
trial in a case pertaining to
castration of disciples at Sir-
sa ashram. His frequent re-
lease and the permission to
stay at Sirsa ashram would
create fear in the minds of
the witnesses,” said Mr.
Chatrapati.

Ram Rahim walks out of jail
on 30-day parole ahead of
Delhi election, to stay at
Sirsa ashram

feee It @ gg 30-faaT #r
Rer W I A 9T AFa
A WA, AT 313 7 @

Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh, a rape and
murder convict, walked out of
Rohtak’s Sunaria jail on 30-day
parole on Tuesday.

SU |oaT WleT 9HA@ AT TH
W fiE, ot F qaresr i ge
F gt §, AvreEaR A Vgaw A
FARAT e § 30-e it Na

He has been temporarily released from jail around a dozen times since his conviction
in two rape cases in 2017.

2017 # qATcHR & & A # QURER & a5 ¥, 3¢ o T FNG Gord HT a)
It ® / R fopar aw=m g
His release coincided with the Delhi Assembly election scheduled on February 5.
3eTeht Rer$ 5 wadl # AuiRa eeh Ruewsn gam@ & @y A @ gl

For the first time since his conviction, Singh has been allowed to stay at his dera
headquarters in Sirsa during parole.

awfAgfr & a1g wgell ar, g A Wia & ol R g 39 s 7 @ &

IFATT & TS B

Unconfirmed reports suggest he may stay at the Sirsa ashram till February 6, after
which he might shift to a Uttar Pradesh ashram.
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Irqee Rt & AR, 98 6 Bad de AT 3T8H A @ Fohd & 3R 38 916 3R
YA F HHH A TR 8 Fohel & |

e Dera Sacha Sauda spokesperson Jitender Khurana confirmed his release, stating that
“guru ji” has reached the Sirsa ashram.

ST T wiaT & vaerdr g e A 37t Rgrs @ qive @1 3R Fr 6 e S
e s 95T I 7

Haryana Good Conduct Prisoners (Temporary Release) Act, 2022

gRITOM 3 3meRYT ) (3rFarf Red) srfRfAwe, 2022

e Under this Act, a convicted prisoner can be granted 10 weeks of parole in a calendar
year after completing one year of their sentence, which can be availed in two parts.

38 AFARATA F dd, AW FE ' vF af A T W FWA F 96 TF Has¥ ¥ F 10
Todre 1 RS 51 wehehr g, FTQ QY sma 7 o S Hevar

Election and Parole Connection
gara AR Rer F1 F@aw

e Singh’s release from jail has coincided with elections multiple times, including the
Haryana Assembly election last year.

Rig F I A Ner$ #¢ a7 gt & @y A7 @ ¥, 5ot Ao ad ghamon
frermeras gara ofr anfaer &

e Anshul Chatrapati, son of slain journalist Ramchander Chatrapati, opposed his
release, highlighting that Singh was out of jail for 255 days since 2022 and six out of
ten times during elections.

Y AU, AR 3T YR WA SAUTA & ¢ o 3oTehl Rers @ faer fovar, a8
3SR T gU foh g 2022 & 255 et el & s @ IR 10 H & 6 AR Femal &
gRrer Rt gol

o He raised concerns about Singh being allowed to stay at Sirsa ashram, citing that Singh
still faces trial in a castration case and his release could intimidate witnesses.

3ogiel FATAT oA & Tgal BT IeTAfd W IR SIS, Jg e gU o Rig el off
AWEE! ATHS H HeheH HT AHAT F I ¢ R 3o7ehr RET$ I1amgh et 1 FHROT
A Thdl gl
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The Budget pipeline and India’s foreign policy ambitions

[GS Paper II: Budget and Foreign Aid |

hen the Union Budget is presented
w every year, most of the public

attention often centres on taxation,
infrastructure, and defence. In this, however, the
budget for India’s Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) deserves closer scrutiny. Last year, the
MEA budget saw a rare 23% spike, up from the
modest 4% annual increase between 2017 and
2023. Despite efficient Budget utilisation,
exceeding 96% of the revised estimates, the MEA
remains one of the least-funded Ministries. The
MEA’s allocation not only reflects the
government's foreign policy priorities but also its
capacity to deliver on its global ambitions and
commitments.

The vision of a “Viksit Bharat’ by 2047 hinges
on sustained global partnerships. Here, India is
positioning itself as a global leader: from leading
the Global South; strengthening ties with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations;
enhancing regional connectivity, engaging with
the Quad (India, Australia, Japan and the U.S.)
and creating institutions such as the International
Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure.

Impact on plans

Partner countries also expect more from India,
requiring a stronger MEA. Countries anticipate
timely project delivery, financial support, and
diplomatic follow-through. Yet, the MEA’s current
budget — just 0.4% of India’s overall expenditure
— falls short to deliver on these plans. In 2022, the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on External
Affairs suggested raising this to 1% of the total
budget. While such an increase (approximately
63%) seems unlikely, even a gradual increase to
0.6% or 0.8% would signal intent.

Two areas demand greater budgetary
resources to beef up India’s diplomatic clout:
economic tools for regional integration and
cooperation, and the MEA’s institutional capacity

Riya Sinha
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The Ministry of
External Affairs
remains one of
the least-funded
Ministries, in
turn affecting
India’s
diplomatic
outreach

by expanding human resources and research
expertise. India’s regional connectivity faced new
challenges in 2024, including Bangladesh’s
regime change, Myanmar’s instability, strained
ties with Nepal, and the Maldives’ “India Out”
stance. But visits by Sri Lanka’s President and
Bhutan’s Prime Minister bolstered commitments
in cross-border projects. Sustaining momentum
under the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy requires
economic support, amid China’s growing
influence. Enhanced financial backing is crucial
for advancing connectivity initiatives in South
Asia.

Foreign aid and shifts

Budgetary trends reveal nuanced shifts. India’s
aid to foreign countries declined by 10% in
2024-25, while loans to foreign governments,
increased by 29%. Approximately 50% of India’s
grants is directed to its neighbourhood. Bhutan
remained the largest recipient of Indian aid,
reflecting historical ties and a new impetus on
energy interdependence, including hydropower
development and sub-regional grid connectivity.
Aid to Bangladesh declined from ¥200 crore in
2023-24 to 120 crore in 2024-25, while Sri Lanka
saw a 63% increase in budgetary allocation.

A notable shift is the move from outright
grants to lines of credit (LoCs), with 45% of the
LoCs directed to the neighbourhood, Bangladesh
being the largest recipient at $7.86 billion. While
LoCs enable sustainable infrastructure financing,
they also demand robust disbursement and
oversight mechanisms, stretching India’s
diplomatic machinery.

Another critical indicator is MEA resources to
build institutional capacity. These are less visible
but critical catalysts to enable long-term growth,
including through a stronger Indian Foreign
Service (IFS), supported by an expert research
ecosystem.

While the MEAs training budget saw a 30%

increase in 2024-25, overall capacity-building
allocations remain insufficient. The IFS remains a
chronically understaffed diplomatic corps.
Coordination challenges, delayed expansion
plans, and limited lateral entry efforts hinder
progress.

Last year’s MEA budget allocation for its
foreign missions, training programmes, and
cultural diplomacy grew by only 7% but key
academic institutions such as Nalanda University
and South Asian University experienced cuts of
20% and 22%, respectively. While the MEA has
invested massively in convening international
conferences and dialogues to foster India’s image
as a bridging and argumentative power, it must
also find more budgetary resources to support
policy-relevant and evidence-based research at
Indian universities and think tanks.

Need for declassification, digitisation
According to the External Affairs Minister, S.

Jaishankar, “Track 1 has been consistently ahead

of Track 2 when it comes to diplomacy, foreign
policy, and keeping up with the world.” If this is
the reality, and “needs change” as the Minister
beckoned, the MEA could lead by example by
allocating specific resources in the next Budget to
accelerate the declassification and the digitisation
of hundreds of thousands of its records. Public
e-access will help scholars map India’s rich
diplomatic history, contest deeply-held myths
and get a better grasp of the underappreciated
context and constraints that regulate Track 1
decision-making. And in turn, such Track 2
research may also help current MEA
decision-makers to learn from past successes and
failures, avoid reinventing the wheel, and
articulate India’s uniqueness based on the power
of historical record, rather than mere political
proclamation.

The views expressed are personal

The Budget Pipeline and India’s Foreign Policy Ambitions
g9 UTEUdsd 3R AT Y fager Aifa v Agcarwend

When the Union Budget is presented every year, taxation,
infrastructure, and defence often dominate public attention.

& A I FAT Fore 9 R Smar 8, at wweme, gl o, sk
W HAAR N I O FNa F:T

e However, the budget for India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) requires closer
scrutiny.
gTelifoh, 3TRA & fAder AAAT (MEA) F Soic &7 ITgeT THET H HaThT gl

e Last year, the MEA budget saw a rare 23% spike, compared to the modest 4% annual
increase between 2017 and 2023.
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fse |rel, MEA & FoTc # 23% Y geier Jefdr aell a1, STafsh 2017 @ 2023 & &=
aif¥s gefer A 4% A7)

Despite efficient Budget utilisation exceeding 96%, MEA remains one of the least-
funded Ministries.

96% @ AHfUF qoIc F FAT 3TN & STdsg, MEA 39 o7l gad Fa7 RaaiRa sAamerat
#Y U g

The MEA’s allocation reflects the government’s foreign policy priorities and its
capacity to deliver on global ambitions and commitments.

MEA &7 3TTded TaR T fager Afa i grafAwanit ik 3Ras Agcasamat ik
yfaactrarat ! QX e HT &THAT T R B

India’s Global Vision by 2047
2047 9 HR FT dfRaF giecahior

The vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047 relies on sustained global partnerships.

2047 % fafd #Ra $7 gic ANgF FEERE R R & &

India is positioning itself as a global leader by leading the Global South, strengthening
ties with ASEAN, and creating institutions like the International Solar Alliance and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

AR ARTF AAT S T F 3R @M ¢, TG WIB3Y & sijed H T@T &, AMFAAT & A1
ST HEAUTT T T B

Challenges and Budget Constraints

geifaat 3R qere #r A

Partner countries expect timely project delivery, financial support, and diplomatic
follow-through from India.

HEMER 3 9T ¥ FAT X aRAsrEmat # Befiadt, facdar geraar ik gesdifas
HTHTOT T 3Y&T A B

MEA'’s current budget is only 0.4% of India’s overall expenditure, which is insufficient
to meet these expectations.

MEA &I HIS[el §oc Rl & Fol cFT I hdel 0.4% &, ST oT IET3MT I QT HA &
fore s gl

In 2022, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs suggested raising
the budget to 1% of the total budget, but even a gradual increase to 0.6% or 0.8%
would signal intent.

2022 &, faexr Ae 1 GHT TURY FRATY o ToIC F Fel Tolc HT 1% FA FHI
geira e, et 0.6% AT 0.8% T UR-4MN Fefer o S T gRiTwan|
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Focus Areas for Strengthening MEA
MEA &I HUFd 9 & AT ®IFa a7

e Two priority areas are:
o Expanding economic tools for regional integration and cooperation.
o Enhancing MEA'’s institutional capacity by increasing human resources and
research expertise.

MEA & HlFd alel & ar Urdfde & &
o & TheeT 3R FgdeT & fov e suwten 1 [JEar|
o WG HATL R MY FAATAA T TG MEA T HEITIA &THAT I Holgd

T |

Regional Connectivity Challenges

& wa B gatfaar

2024 brought challenges such as:
o Bangladesh’s regime change, Myanmar’s instability, and strained ties with

Nepal.
o The Maldives’ “India Out” stance.

2024 F AT 3IHT 3T S
o FEARY H e IREde, FIAR # 3fFUCT, AR A9rer & A1y JeAraqet e
o AT FT "S3AT 3T T |
¢ Visits by Sri Lanka’s President and Bhutan’s Prime Minister strengthened
commitments in cross-border projects.

Aot & wegufar AR e & FarerssEt S A A HAR aRAerest A
Sfeeeran3it & #Asee fanar|

e Sustaining the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy requires economic support, especially
amid China’s growing influence.

‘qSRit gge’ Afd r IAT @A F v 3TE FHAT IETF g, A w7 a AT F
ded NG & o)

¢ Enhanced financial backing is critical for advancing connectivity initiatives in South
Asia.

gfRTor TR A 9k Tgell P Y e F AT ST g3 el w#de Agcaqo &l

Foreign aid and shifts
faeelt wgrar 3k sgaa

e Budgetary trends reveal nuanced shifts. India’s aid to foreign countries declined by
10% in 2024-25, while loans to foreign governments increased by 29%.
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T vafat & Agcaqut deord @ F el &1 oRa @ fadel werrar 2024-25 #
10% " §, STt [Agelt R &t QT 71w Hor 29% g 70|

Approximately 50% of India’s grants is directed to its neighbourhood. Bhutan
remained the largest recipient of Indian aid, reflecting historical ties and a new
impetus on energy interdependence, including hydropower development and sub-
regional grid connectivity.

HRT AT AT 50% 3regeter TR 37k At qaf & &7 Sl 1 S{erer HRa hr W

fawra qur 39-ar s FfFefad & sqrar &ar &

Aid to Bangladesh declined from ¥200 crore in 2023-24 to ¥120 crore in 2024-25,
while Sri Lanka saw a 63% increase in budgetary allocation.

AEATGY FT & FAT arell FEIAT T200 FNT (2023-24) ¥ gehT 120 FAT (2024-25)
& 1, STaifeh sfieieT 1 qEIET 3Tae A 63% H e gl
A notable shift is the move from outright grants to lines of credit (LoCs), with 45% of

the LoCs directed to the neighbourhood, Bangladesh being the largest recipient at
$7.86 billion.

Tsh HecdqUl Seolld Ig ¢ Toh Hrell srqerer i 3 Kot AT (LoCs) & F&ar S 8T
g, 5@ 45% LoCs w2reY et &Y fear arm, siveneer F @9w 30+ $7.86 [_fowsr
e

While LoCs enable sustainable infrastructure financing, they also demand robust
disbursement and oversight mechanisms, stretching India’s diplomatic machinery.

LoCs drd@ifas gRAardt e & faauiyor # ware qara 8, dfhet d Asg@ Rawor sk
fAaRmelt o 1 AT off Y B, TS AR AT FeAfad gavyr W gEE Tedr gl

Institutional capacity and research
HEAWTT &TACT 3R regaen

Another critical indicator is MEA resources to build institutional capacity. These are
less visible but critical catalysts to enable long-term growth, including through a
stronger Indian Foreign Service (IFS), supported by an expert research ecosystem.

T AR Agcaqoh Thder § fager #amea (MEA) Y HEURIG &THAT &) 981 & faw
TS| A FA REw a Afkad Agcaqet FRF ¢, S Seefas e 7 Acg wd E,
Y §0 @ #oqd ARAT f&ager dar (IFS) 3R RAAwsr sqaeme yoreh & Aregs 4

MEA'’s training budget saw a 30% increase in 2024-25, but overall capacity-
building allocations remain insufficient. The IFS remains a chronically
understaffed diplomatic corps.

2024-25 & fa&er #ATET & GRAGTOT qore # 30% A JEfA §E, Afhed FYeFeT &TAT
faaTor & AT g 3w oft rAiea ¥ aRAT @Ry dar (IFS) & oenaR &% i
w7l g ¥
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Last year’s MEA budget allocation for foreign missions, training programs, and
cultural diplomacy grew by only 7%, but Nalanda University and South Asian
University faced budget cuts of 20% and 22%, respectively.

Rod af R ey w1 A Beet, yfveor sriwat ik avgfos geifa &
T a9t Faa 7% 91, AfeheT Aear frafiggew 3 gf@or TR fRafagae &
g9l A HAA: 20% 3T 22% #r wetdr A 7|

MEA has invested massively in international conferences and dialogues to foster
India’s image as a bridging and argumentative power, but more budgetary
resources are needed to support policy-relevant research in Indian universities
and think tanks.

fager #FaeT A FASAT FFEATET AR FaET A A A A § I Ra F v
aeaey 3R awdfier afFa & w0 & vl fem a1 @@, At Afaera s
TAdT & & v smedr Reafagaredt sk A & # aftF qorc v smaeawar

gl

Need for declassification and digitisation

FaffFd qraraet F FEAAF w0 AR Bioeewor i sraeawar

According to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, “Track 1 has been consistently
ahead of Track 2 when it comes to diplomacy, foreign policy, and keeping up with
the world.”

fader @l v, St S IR, "geifa, gy AfT ik dRaw geant & gast A
3F 1gaem T 2@ M T@T BN
If this is the reality and “needs change” as the Minister beckoned, the MEA could lead

by example by allocating specific resources in the next Budget to accelerate the
declassification and digitisation of hundreds of thousands of its records.

Ife Ig IIEdidehdr & 3R "agard Y maeTwdr &, 541 & J3 F her, o fader
SEAES Y idAeTd F AN RBfSedwtor i afFar a5 i a7 |

Public e-access will help scholars map India’s rich diplomatic history, contest
deeply-held myths, and understand Track 1 decision-making constraints.

ASfa® §-uaaw & fagEel #1 6Ra F T Fedlias 3fag F HSA, TS

& ot g8 wifee # AN &, 3R & 1 o e # wfiear A et @ ww
# weg e

Such Track 2 research may also help current MEA decision-makers learn from past

successes and failures, avoid reinventing the wheel, and articulate India’s
unigueness based on historical records rather than mere political proclamations.

SH YR &I &F 2 HJHUT qodAlT fader Farerg & sfa-favansit = Aot aweansit
IR RwaaEt & @, wwa @ Algg Tt # B § FEfa &3 § 399, 37
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AT RFE & YR W ARG H QARsear & RnRa =S F A FT Govan
&, ST Shaol TsTelfas SNOT3i & |

A case of troubled waters

Many questions have been raised over the Godavari-Banakacherla project

[GS Paper Il: Inter State Dispute]

| STATE OF PLAY |

G.V.R. Subba Rao
subbarao.gavaravarapu@thehindu.co.in

he Andhra Pradesh go-
T vernment’s ambitious

plan to link the waters
of the Godavari and Krishna
has become controversial.

Touted by Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu as a
“game changer,” the Godavari-
Banakacherla project aims to
provide drinking water to 80
lakh people and ensure an ad-
ditional 7.5 lakh acres of irri-
gated land. It is estimated to
cost 80,112 crore and is ex-
pected to be completed in
three years.

The Telangana government
has protested against the pro-
ject. According to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, if any State wants to
build a project on any river in
these two States, it must in-
form the Godavari River Man-
agement Board and the Krish-
na River Management Board
as well as the neighbouring
State. Telangana argues that
Andhra Pradesh took up the
project without providing this
information.

The division of water re-
sources has been a source of
friction between Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh ever
since the bifurcation of And-
hra Pradesh in 2014. Telanga-
na, which is upstream, asserts
its right to use waters of the
Krishna river for projects such
as the Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme, while
Andhra Pradesh believes that
these initiatives are detrimen-
tal to the flow downstream
and would potentially impact
projects such as Banakacher-
la. Both Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana refer to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, to make their case.

Recalling that the Reorgani-

Andhra
Pradesh

sation Act provides for pro-
ject-wise allocation of water
between the riparian States,
Telangana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy has also stated
that his government would
put up a strong case before the
Krishna Water Disputes Tribu-
nal-ll for the allocation of
Krishna river water to Telan-
gana under Section 3 of the In-
ter-State River Water Disputes
Act (ISRWDA), 1956. Telanga-
na contends that the Apex
Council set up under the Reor-
ganisation Act also supported
the claim for allocation of wa-
ter between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, as per Sec-
tion 3 of ISRWDA.

Perhaps expecting such op-
position, Mr. Naidu chose his
words carefully while speak-
ing of the details of the pro-
ject. He stressed that the Bana-
kacherla project involved the
“intra-State linking of rivers”
and that the interlinking of riv-
ers is the responsibility of the
Union government. He argued
that as an aqueduct would be
used to transfer waters from
the Godavari to the Krishna,
there may not be demands
from other co-basin States of
the Krishna river to share in
the supplementation.

The project will be taken up
in three segments. The first
segment involves diverting
water from the Polavaram
project to the Krishna river. In
the second segment, the go-
vernment proposes to con-
struct the Bollapalli reservoir

faer fhar B

Address :
Email Id :

and transfer water. In the third
segment, water will be divert-
ed from Bollapalli to Banaka-
cherla, which will be the gate-
way to Rayalaseema.

Mr. Naidu urged the visiting
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on January 18 to help
Andhra Pradesh complete the
project. He told the media that
he had already discussed the
project with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
during his visit to Delhi last
December. The ball is now in
the Central government’s
court. If the inter-State water
disputes are solved, Andhra
Pradesh will be able to take up
the project, which is impor-
tant to the State and particu-
larly to  Rayalaseema’s
drought-prone areas.

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has said that a hy-
brid model would be adopted
for completion of the project
and would involve State and
Central funding and private
partnerships. It clarified that
the project will not be under
private control and that the
government will “pay annui-
ty” to the investors akin to toll
collected by the road users.
There are apprehensions that
the burden of the annuity will
be passed on to the farmers.
The government should clear
the air on this issue before go-
ing ahead with the project.

While the State government
has embarked on this project,
86 other irrigation projects re-
main pending in Andhra Pra-
desh. The status on the Polav-
aram project, which is
considered the lifeline of And-
hra Pradesh, remains unclear.
If work on the Banakacherla
project begins, these pending
projects as well as the issues
relating to the Polavaram pro-
ject are likely to be on the back
burner. In the next three to
four years, discussions will
probably centre around the
Banakacherla project.
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A case of troubled waters

qrAT @Y e ffufa

The Andhra Pradesh
government’s ambitious plan
to link the waters of the
Godavari and Krishna has
become controversial.

3T YA TAIHR T Agcarnialt
AT, Meradt 3R Feom At
& Tl Y s @), Rarerae
g S gl

. Touted by Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu as a “game changer,”
the Godavari-Banakacherla project aims
to provide drinking water to 80 lakh
people and ensure an additional 7.5 lakh
acres of irrigated land.

& ®T H T T IR §, Meradl-
FATRTIR T IRATSTAT &1 36T 80 AT
A A A F 9T TeeT e 3T 7.5
@ Tz Afalead R g garea
T &

. It is estimated to cost 80,112 crore

and is expected to be completed in three
years.

SHET AT AT 380,112 FNF &
3R S e vt g e A e B

. The Telangana government has
protested against the project.

dITT TSR o 38 IRANSTAT & s
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e According to the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, if any State wants to
build a project on any river in these two States, it must inform the Godavari River
Management Board and the Krishna River Management Board as well as the
neighbouring State.

3T Y& Gereteer AMAATH, 2014 & IE(ER, AR FIS TS 37 alelt Uodl 7 § farelt
AT W ARGV ST R &, ol 38 Meradt ALY JaereT &S 3R Foom &t gaes
a1 & FrU-Ey TSl U5 # o gRd HeT Al

o Telangana argues that Andhra Pradesh took up the project without providing this
information.

ASRTIEAT T oeh § 7o 3 Y& o Ig IRASTAT 91 58 ST 1 JeiT fhe &
&1 Bl

e The division of water resources has been a source of friction between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh ever since the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh in 2014.

T TATHAT T [THTSTA Y TSr & 2014 H [AHTST & a6 T JedaNelr 3T 37T ger

F T Il g T FHROT @ 2l

e Telangana, which is upstream, asserts its right to use waters of the Krishna river for
projects such as the Palamuru-Rangareddy Lift Irrigation Scheme, while Andhra
Pradesh believes that these initiatives are detrimental to the flow downstream and would
potentially impact projects such as Banakacherla.

elaTTalT, St SR &7 H 8, FOM A& & Ulell ol IUFT TRIATSTASN SiE Tl
TN Are A N & U e &1 31947 3RHR STdrar §, JafF 3y g
T A § T I dgorhes fFEe &1 & gaTE H A ggare & 3R aerrean
ST ARSI Fr gHITad X Hehall o

e Both Andhra Pradesh and Telangana refer to the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014, to make their case.

3TY 9ERT 3R Aelamedr Sl 39el a1 I@el & ol mer geer gemetear rfafaae, 2014
& HEH S ol

e Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has stated that his government would put up a
strong case before the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-Il for the allocation of

Krishna river water to Telangana under Section 3 of the Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act (ISRWDA), 1956.

JAERITAT o HEHAT 3acd 13T o Hgl § o 3eTehT TXhR Foomm Sl faare =arnfaresor-
|l & ETHeA FOM &Y F 9l & fAROT & AT Teh ol AHT TEIT HIN, Sl geX-
e Rav arex BFgey wae (ISRWDA), 1956 Sl €RT 3 & dgd glam|

e Telangana contends that the Apex Council set up under the Reorganisation Act also
supported the claim for allocation of water between Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, as
per Section 3 of ISRWDA.

AT &1 T § T eidlosd HRATETH & dad TUid viaw FBfAa s off deerer
3R 3 TEA & @ o fAAROT & fAT ISRWDA #Y 4RT 3% 36[aR &1d T FAGT
ar gl
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e Mr. Naidu stressed that the Banakacherla project involved the “intra-State linking of
rivers” and that the interlinking of rivers is the responsibility of the Union government.

A Tg 7 IR I o SererRer aRdee T 7 uew & dfiax afeat @ s anfae
¢ 3R aAfedt & 3o Sis g WHER A SFAE B

e He argued that as an aqueduct would be used to transfer waters from the Godavari to
the Krishna, there may not be demands from other co-basin States of the Krishna river
to share in the supplementation.

3egie d fahar fn Fifes Meradl & FSom e gl H FAHART e & faw s
STefaTgstl &l 3UeT fohar SITTem, 0F & $s0T AT & 3d Fg-af8e Tat & 58
R STel P ST A T PG AT &0 & qebell &

e The project will be taken up in three segments.
IRANSTAT &l el H9N # forar Swoam|

e The first segment involves diverting water from the Polavaram project to the Krishna
river.

UgeT WS QAT IRANT & FT A4S # 9l Asel § Hefad g
¢ Inthe second segment, the government proposes to construct the Bollapalli reservoir
and transfer water.

CHY TS #H, TN Aedded! FrerT T [HATT aet 3R 9ol FAEAART e
SETT AT &

e In the third segment, water will be diverted from Bollapalli to Banakacherla, which will
be the gateway to Rayalaseema.

I @3S #, g’ Sieded) U FATRRNAT § TATHATTRT AT ST, ST I AT &1
Ydr gar gremm|

e Mr. Naidu urged the visiting Union Home Minister Amit Shah on January 18, to help
Andhra Pradesh complete the project.

A AIg A FAT 6 AN HAT AE G 18 TGN Y 36 fhAT T A 3T gew
IR A H HAdg H|

¢ He had already discussed the project with Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman during his visit to Delhi last December.

gl oo AR & Reeh I & e 39 aRASr W HFNT e 7= e
HarAer & ugel € Tar $r o

e The ball is now in the Central government’s court.
39 I Fg WER & Il H g

o If the inter-State water disputes are solved, Andhra Pradesh will be able to take up the

project, which is important to the State and particularly to Rayalaseema’s drought-
prone areas.

e IFR-UT ST faare g & ST 8, o 30 9eer 37 IRASTAT Al Y& A H
eTH g, S T 3R faRY &0 & [rerd AT & g@r-yaor &t & fov Ageaqot

e The Andhra Pradesh government has said that a hybrid model would be adopted for
completion of the project and would involve State and Central funding and private
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partnerships.
Y TEM WHR F &gl & & aRASA &l g0 w3 & v gsfs Afser o=
STea 3R 8 s 3R Fdr faeayor 3k RS amEterY enfae gl

o It clarified that the project will not be under private control and that the government will
“pay annuity” to the investors akin to toll collected by road users.

58 Tose fohar foh aR@sr faslt fasor & @t gl 3R aer fademsnt &1 "egér
o, S o Hsoh UL GaRT & agell SifeT &

o There are apprehensions that the burden of the annuity will be passed on to the farmers.
iare § o uegdy & aigr fordrt 9T srer See|

e The government should clear the air on this issue before going ahead with the project.
THR FI IRATSTAT T 3T T F Tgel 38 Hee W AT Tuse Fwelr A

o While the State government has embarked on this project, 86 other irrigation projects
remain pending in Andhra Pradesh.

STafh Tod THR & 38 RIS AT Y& T g, 3Mer geer # 86 3w =g
aRASaTe dfed &

e The status on the Polavaram project, which is considered the lifeline of Andhra
Pradesh, remains unclear.

mmﬁm,mmﬁ%@rmmm%ﬁmwg
gl

e If work on the Banakacherla project begins, these pending projects as well as the issues
relating to the Polavaram project are likely to be on the back burner.

I FAThrERE TRASTAT TR HR YE Bl 8, T Al IRASAT 3R Grerax
AR & Heftd e HTad: FrAfARdr & SeY & Sea|

e Inthe next three to four years, discussions will probably centre around the
Banakacherla project.

3T il & AR qut A, TATC FHIT: TeAhroRen IRASTAT & IR AR Higd gl
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IS Trump’s order on birthright
citizenship constitutional?

[GS Paper Il: India-US |

What does the 14th amendment of the US. Constitution state? On what grounds has US. District judge John

Coughenour blocked President Trump’s executive order?

Kartikey Singh

The story so far:
n January 23, U.S. District
judge John Coughenour in
Seattle blocked President
Trump’s executive order

attempting to curb ‘birthright citizenship’.

What is birthright citizenship?
Birthright citizenship is a legal principle
that grants automatic citizenship to
individuals born within a country’s
territory, regardless of their parents’
citizenship status. In the U.S., this right is
enshrined in the 14th amendment of the
Constitution, ratified in 1868, which
states: “All persons born or naturalized in
the United States and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein
they reside.” The 14th amendment was
the hard-won result of a prolonged legal

Trump’s order on birthright citizenship constitutiona

and political struggle to abolish slavery
and advance racial equality. It directly
overturned the infamous Dred Scott versus
Sandford (1857) judgment, which had
denied citizenship to African Americans.

Nations worldwide largely determine
citizenship through two principles — “jus
soli” (right of the soil), which grants
citizenship by birthplace, or “jus
sanguinis” (right of blood), which grants it
by familial descent. The U.S. employs
both. The jus soli principle was reinforced
in United States versus Wong Kim Ark
(1898), which upheld the citizenship of a
man born in California to Chinese parents
despite the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act
barring their naturalisation. This ruling
solidified birth in the U.S. as the primary
basis for citizenship, irrespective of
parental status.

What does Trump’s order say?
Trump’s executive order reinterprets the

14th amendment, arguing that birthright
citizenship excludes persons born in the
U.S. but not “subject to the jurisdiction
thereof”. The administration interprets
this to mean that children born in the U.S.
to undocumented parents or parents with
temporary legal status, such as tourists or
foreign students, are not automatically
granted citizenship unless at least one
parent is a U.S. citizen or lawful
permanent resident.

The administration’s interpretation
hinges on the phrase “subject to the
jurisdiction thereof,” claiming it excludes
children of non-citizens. However, this
contradicts historical and legal precedent.
The order also narrowly defines “mother”
and “father” as “female biological
progenitor” and “male biological
progenitor,” excluding transgender and
queer parents from its scope. The
administration justifies the order as
necessary, arguing that birthright

citizenship encourages ‘unauthorised
immigration’, draining ‘public resources’.

Why did the judge block the order?
U.S. District judge John Coughenour
issued a temporary restraining order
halting the enforcement of the executive
order, nationwide. He described the order
as “blatantly unconstitutional”,
remarking, “I've been on the bench for
over four decades. I can’t remember
another case where the question
presented was as clear as this one is”.

During a hearing in Seattle, Judge
Coughenour questioned Justice
Department attorney Brett Shumate,
expressing his disbelief saying “Frankly, 1
have difficulty understanding how a
member of the bar could state
unequivocally that this is a constitutional
order. It just boggles my mind”. The
ruling came in response to a legal
challenge brought forth by four States.

President Trump could also pursue a
‘constitutional amendment’ to revise the
law. According to Article V of the U.S.
Constitution, an amendment can be
proposed by two-thirds of both houses of
Congress or two-thirds of the States and
must then be ratified by three-fourths of
the States. Meanwhile, other legal
challenges are underway, signalling that
the final resolution may ultimately rest
with the U.S. Supreme Court.

Kartikey Singh is a final year student at
RGNUL, Patiala, Punjab.

?

FIAT TT HT QY TeANRGY ARRSAT W HIUTToEH 872

On January 23, U.S. District Judge John Coughenour in Seattle
blocked President Trump’s executive order attempting to curb
‘birthright citizenship’.

23 ST FY, FARFT F e A ST FTHAR ¥ RQued #F
Tsgufa €7 & FRIFRT A F I3Teqy T fgam, st ‘S=afdgy
ARIRSAr & WAT F FT TIT HT G AT

What is birthright citizenship?
S=ATAGY ARTRE AT T 872

e Birthright citizenship is a legal principle that grants automatic citizenship to individuals
born within a country’s territory, regardless of their parents’ citizenship status.

STeATHCH ARTRE AT Ueh &l [feuid § it Tl aer 1 WA 7 Sied afaaar &
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TaATfald 9 & ANPIRGAT Jeld il g, g 3edah HATA-TIdT T JARTRear S Fafa
To o 8

In the U.S., this right is enshrined in the 14th amendment of the Constitution, ratified in
1868, which states: “All persons born or naturalized in the United States and

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside.”

AR #, 78 3RFR wRawe F 149 Fau § R & 9 1868 7 Fopdy & 718
oY, foragdl &g o B weft safFa ot wgFa o F 9 I wpfaga § AR aE ¥
IR &7 F aefler §, WgFa Uo7 AR O 5w F 3w § F avRE g1

The 14th amendment was the result of a prolonged legal and political struggle to
abolish slavery and advance racial equality.

1487 WA Teh sl ool 3R AoTailicier HEY T TRUMA AT, T 3682 grawdT

FT GHATCT HLAT IR ATNT AT T Forar a1 AT

It directly overturned the infamous Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) judgment, which had
denied citizenship to African Americans.

38 €Y AR W $EA 33 Fhic qard AsHIS (1857) hael 1 gore fear ar, fowsd
PR IARTFAT A AFIRSar & afaa ar sr=r )

Nations worldwide largely determine citizenship through two principles — ‘jus soli’ (right
of the soil), which grants citizenship by birthplace, or ‘jus sanguinis’ (right of blood),
which grants it by familial descent.

el 8 & U ANRedr FURT a2 & fav & wgE [@ewidl &1 qref #d ¢ —
‘ST W (A &1 IHRER), ST STed T & MU W ARTRGAT Jalel T &, IT
‘S W@iFafew (Fd F1 FSR), ST aTRATRS T W IR gl

The U.S. employs both. The jus soli principle was reinforced in United States v.

Wong Kim Ark (1898), which upheld the citizenship of a man born in California to
Chinese parents despite the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act barring their naturalization.

TIFd T FANFT AT 7 arered war g1 5w |fer Reuia = g7 a7 AR
T qT fRA 3% (1898) F A foham = T, forwet FRwifciar 7 son =
cafed T AR Hr giSe Hir 775, Toteteh Hefl ATT-Rar 3, srer g 1882 =felt fady
AR & 3 Irepfdehehor TR gfaeer e fear Tl

What does Trump’s order say?
T & 3G H FAT FHgl AT g2

Trump’s executive order reinterprets the 14th amendment, arguing that birthright
citizenship excludes persons born in the U.S. but not ‘subject to the jurisdiction
thereof’.

gqasrmrﬂaﬁarlﬁﬁemﬁgaaﬁwm%ﬂ?aémgc%my
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AT 37 fFaar &t eNfAe JAg ldr S ARG H o7 §, vt ‘3ad If0FR
& & arefler adt &)

The administration interprets this to mean that children born in the U.S. to
undocumented parents or parents with temporary legal status, such as tourists or
foreign students, are not automatically granted citizenship unless at least one parent is a
U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident.

TR SHeT Y Tg fAehrerar & o 3R & el aex, foetsh ATc-far Iwrepstt
a1 3Rl FE ufa arer €, 99 wiew ar fadeh oM, 37 FaEniod §9 @
AR el AT, STd deh foh 378 & A § HA Teh ATI-[AaT 3rARAT e ar
Flefell TR foard o gl

The administration’s interpretation hinges on the phrase “subject to the jurisdiction
thereof,” claiming it excludes children of non-citizens.

TR T AT ‘38 SR & F el arrg R IMeRd §, Tg gar X §u
fr ag "R & st & aeT Far g

However, this contradicts historical and legal precedent.

gTenifer, I8 Ufaerfie 3R e qdadt & el

The order also narrowly defines “mother” and “father” as “female biological progenitor”
and “male biological progenitor,” excluding transgender and queer parents from its
scope.

eRr # “HP R “Rrar i afger A seufr 3k gy AfRE i s s A
TR ®9 @ g R arm &, fSad gesist 3R iR AT sad &eR 8
ST Bl

The administration justifies the order as necessary, arguing that birthright citizenship
encourages ‘unauthorized immigration’, draining ‘public resources’.

IRITHA H AT I 3NARIF T gV A AT s m &, g dh A gV
for Seafley amiear s=ftga srvam & gear & ¢, foad adsfas g
algel BIdm &l

Why did the judge block the order?
warareier F e AT vy fHaAr?

U.S. District Judge John Coughenour issued a temporary restraining order halting
the enforcement of the executive order, nationwide.

TgFd e forar Farmefier S FTHAR 3 FRASRY AT & YT A QoA H
Uehel & T Te ATt A 3reer SR foha|

He described the order as “blatantly unconstitutional,” remarking, “I’'ve been on the
bench for over four decades. | can’t remember another case where the question
presented was as clear as this one is.”

3oglel Y & "FISE T F IFIufaad garam, AT feogofr f, A IR g2 @
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3w AT aF SO & §7 F FH AT § A W@ wS 3R A aig AET §

ST8T ATl 3deT TIs¢ &rl”

e During a hearing in Seattle, Judge Coughenour questioned Justice Department
attorney Brett Shumate, expressing his disbelief saying “Frankly, | have difficulty
understanding how a member of the bar could state unequivocally that this is a
constitutional order. It just boggles my mind.”

fAuece # v gaars & aNe, SR FhAR o A AT F ghe ave @y

Farer o, 3R 3tfaea cgad #d 8T e, ‘SHGCRT ¥, {3 TE GASH H HiSaTS
81 W@ & Toh Uoh FIefell HEFT TE H8 TASC & § &g Tehell & [ Ig Gaurlaeh 3meer
gl I A% §AST ¥ I gl

e The ruling came in response to a legal challenge brought forth by four States.
I o IR TS garT 3910 AT FEN Al & SarT 7 3

e President Trump could also pursue a ‘constitutional amendment’ to revise the law.
According to Article V of the U.S. Constitution, an amendment can be proposed by
two-thirds of both houses of Congress or two-thirds of the States and must then be
ratified by three-fourths of the States.

Tegufar ¢o wfaemer welte & fov off 9ae Y Fhd g e & epede V&
ITHR, HATET T FIEAH & Gl Heall & al-fgrs a1 WAl & &1-des qarT J&drad
fohar ST @bl § 3R O 58 Tt & die-dlurg qa@rT egAled fhar Sier =mfgv|

e Meanwhile, other legal challenges are underway, signaling that the final resolution may
ultimately rest with the U.S. Supreme Court.

TS AN ITa AT #H |
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Choice of secular inheritance law
should apply to all faiths, says CJI

KT1s as
NEW DELHI

jagopa

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on Tuesday orally
observed that the freedom
to become a non-believer
and choose to be governed
by secular inheritance laws
of the country must apply
across faiths.

The Chief Justice’s ob-
servation came while hear-
ing a petition filed by a Ker-
ala-based woman, Safiya
P.M., who said that though
born a Muslim, she was
now a non-believer and
wished to be governed by
secular statutes like the In-
dian Succession Act rather
than the Sharia law.

GS Paper lI: Inheritance

“If it is to apply to one
faith, it must apply to all
faiths,” Chief Justice Khan-
na, who was heading the
Bench comprising Justices
Sanjay Kumar and K.V. Vis-
wanathan, said.

The CJI, at one point,
observed that “under the
Hindu Succession Act, if
you convert, your inheri-
tance is taken away... if you
convert, you lose your
right of inheritance”.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Union of India, said
one could still inherit
through a Will irrespective
of the restrictions in the
Hindu Succession Act.

However, the Chief Jus-

tice said there were also sit-
uations of intestate succes-
sions and even the Joint
Hindu Family property.

‘Give time for response’
Mr. Mehta agreed that the
petition posed an interest-
ing question and the Union
government must be given
time to file a considered
response in the form of a
counter-affidavit.

Chief Justice Khanna in-
dicated that if the petition
succeeded, changes in offi-
cial forms would have to be
considered. “Where [in a
form] you have to mention
your religion, the option
not to mention one’s reli-
gion must be there.”

Ms. Safiya said that a
person who left faith in Is-
lam would be ousted from
community and was not
entitled to any inheritance
right in parental property.

The petition noted that
the legal vacuum would
leave the petitioner with
no recourse to succeed to
her parental property even
if she officially got a no-reli-
gion, no-caste certificate
from an authority. This
state of affairs was a direct
violation of the fundamen-
tal right to believe (or not
to believe) in a religion un-
der Article 25 of the Consti-
tution, Advocate Prashant
Padmanabhan, appearing
for Ms. Safiya argued.

Choice of Secular Inheritance Law Should Apply to All
Faiths, Says CJI

st et X o gl IR wdfaRder ITRER FEEr fr
g, HS3ME FT T

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna on Tuesday orally observed
that the freedom to become a non-believer and choose to be
governed by secular inheritance laws of the country must apply

across all faiths.

AR & AET e (CJI) g el o FHrerar A Af@F w7 @
gl f rfeardt saa i Faaaar 3k o & AR swufter
Fefal @1 AT & F1 3fAFR Fqeft gt W awy g wfgw
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e The observation came while hearing a petition filed by Saitya P. M., a Kerala-based
woman, who said that though born a Muslim, she was now a non-believer and wished
to be governed by secular statutes like the Indian Succession Act rather than Sharia
law.

I fecqoll 38 §HY 31 SI9 o H Fer q. TH. AHF Al ga SRR U
IR R GAaTs &1 W M| 3ol e [ greiifer g fRerar der g5 off, Afdher 31
g dfaearl § 3R o Fepa & sor s seifter srftrfaee S geifacder
FIe[Al GaNT AT Gl =BT &

e CJl Khanna, heading a Bench comprising Justices Sanjay Kumar and K.V.
Viswanathan, remarked that "if it is to apply to one faith, it must apply to all faiths."

CJI @, S 7 AraHfd ¥ FAR AR F. A1, Regarasr i G &1 Aged & © A, 7
el & "3l Tg v 4 W ae) g §, A I Wl et oY Ay e ikl

e The CJI further observed that under the Hindu Succession Act, conversion leads to
loss of inheritance rights.

CJI & 31t a1 f g saufer sfRfaaw & aga, Ik F1§ oof wRade &ar & a
IFH AT #1 3RFR gATST 8 e B

o Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, representing the Union of India, argued that one
could still inherit through a Will, regardless of the restrictions in the Hindu Succession
Act.

FIfATACY Sl JIR AT, Sl AR FFR H1 JidAcT a2 W I, o & fear &
g soufaer s & gfdeut & s, Fi5 afFd il & areas @ RAwa

9rcd T HahdT &l

o However, the CJI pointed out that issues also arise in cases of intestate
succession and Joint Hindu Family property.

gTelifen, CJI & ag ot Fgr B e awilwa & saufeR 3k @gFa Ry ofar awfr
F A & off HRTAC 3cqe= gt &

e Union government sought time to file a counter-affidavit, agreeing that the petition
raised an interesting constitutional question.

#W#Wmmﬁnm#mmm,mmmgﬁ
AT o T Aedqul HATAF TR 3617 ¢

e CJl Khanna suggested changes in official forms, stating that there should be an
option to not mention one's religion.

CJI @eel A HAFRE qoal F Fgeta 1 FoATT A, 7€ Fedd gU & g7 oot o1
3ead o & H faweq g AfiRe]

e Ms. Saitya argued that leaving Islam results in being ousted from the community
and losing inheritance rights.

A T o aF ar F ST oEa ¥ e @ 9 w1 Rar Smar ¢ 3k
3ARAFR FfFR FaATT & I

e The petition contended that this legal vacuum violates the fundamental right under
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution to believe or not believe in any religion.
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IRl F el IAT o Ig Ffe YT AR WU & 3qeds 25 % dea Ao
HAFR &1 IoausT FIar &, 7 R o 07 7 faeard 7 a1 F = AT FFaAa

&ar gl

SC’s journey reflects
evolution in rights
and reach, says CJI

Seventy-five years have transformed the top court and yet it stands

anchored in its foundational mission, he says at the Ceremonial Bench

[GS Paper II: Constitutional Philosophy |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India
C Sanjiv Khanna,
speaking at the Ce-

remonial Bench held to
commemorate the closure
of the Diamond Jubilee
Year of the Supreme Court
on Tuesday, said the three
challenges before the court
are pendency which conti-
nues to delay justice,
mounting litigation costs
and, the most fundamental
of them all, practice of
falsehood.

“While the court’s jour-
ney reflects remarkable
evolution in rights and
reach, three challenges de-
mand our attention. First,
the weight of arrears which
continues to delay justice.
Second, mounting costs of
litigation threatens true ac-
cessibility. Third, and per-
haps most fundamentally -
justice cannot thrive where
and when falsehood is
practised. These challeng-
es mark the next frontier in
our pursuit for justice,”
Chief Justice Khanna said
in his formal address at the
head of the Ceremonial
Bench.

The Bench comprised
all the serving judges of the
Supreme Court. It was held
in the Chief Justice of In-
dia’s courtroom. Senior
Bar leaders, including At-
torney-General R. Venkata-
ramani, Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, Supreme
Court Bar Association pre-
sident and senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, senior advo-
cates C. Vaidyanathan and
Dushyant Dave and Su-

Address :
Email Id :

preme Court Advocates-
on-Record Association pre-
sident advocate Vipin Nair
were in attendance among

others in the
courtroom.

Seventy-five years have
both transformed the Su-
preme Court and yet it
stands anchored in its
foundational mission, he
said.

“This transformation re-
flects a deeper recognition
- that justice must be both
principled and practical.
In doing so, it makes the
constitutional promise of
justice - social, economic,
and political - a living real-
ity for millions of Indians,”
Chief Justice Khanna said.

packed

‘Evolving role’
The CJI said the two de-
cades of the 21st century
stand as a testament to the
Supreme Court’s evolving
role in our constitutional
framework. No other apex
court had navigated such
an expansive domain,
from personal liberty to
environmental issues,
from intellectual property
rights to privacy to the
right to information.

Chief Justice Khanna

Transformation
reflects a
deeper recognition -

that justice must be both
principled and practical..
In doing so, it makes the
constitutional promise
of justice a living reality
for millions of Indians

CJISAN]JIV KHANNA
Supreme Court

said the evolution began
with strengthening electo-
ral democracy by esta-
blishing voters’ right to in-
formation about
candidates as an extension
to freedom of expression,
which included the right to
impart and  receive
information.

The court dismantled
gender stereotypes in em-
ployment. It recognised
emerging digital rights as a
new frontier of constitu-
tional protection and
struck down vague restric-
tions on online speech, ex-
tending constitutional safe-
guards to digital spaces.

In socio-economic jus-
tice, it broadened affirma-
tive action to include eco-
nomic criteria, recognising
diverse forms of disadvan-
tage in modern society, the
CJI noted.

The court’s decisions
have strengthened India’s
economic landscape by in-
jecting clarity, efficiency
and fairness - be it the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code, the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act or streng-
thening alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms, he
added.

SC’s journey reflects evolution
in rights and reach, says CJlI

WA3ME FT Fgar ¢ & SCHY
waﬁﬂﬁ?@ﬁm
Fr et ¥

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna,
speaking at the Ceremonial Bench
held to commemorate the closure of
the Diamond Jubilee Year of the
Supreme Court, said the three
challenges before the court are
pendency, which continues to delay
justice, mounting litigation costs,
and the most fundamental of them
all, practice of falsehood.

AR & HET A ¥olta @ear o
HIGAR H FHA FIE & SAAT el
¥ & WA TN AT AT o=
# FeT 5 FIE F gAA A TH{E
it § - afed awa, o = A
& T FROT Fo1d 3, HeATHeT qGd
HHH @, IR TG Agcaqol, 5[ F
|

. “While the court’s journey reflects
remarkable evolution in rights and reach, three
challenges demand our attention. First, the weight
of arrears which continues to delay justice.
Second, mounting costs of litigation threaten true
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accessibility. Third, and perhaps most fundamentally — justice cannot thrive where and
when falsehood is practiced. These challenges mark the next frontier in our pursuit for
justice,” Chief Justice Khanna said.

SIafeh waraTerd &1 AT AR AR 9gT A IeAwaT fawa i aefich & der yqw
AT AR €T T AT I 81 Igell, ol HIHT ST S =1 & &l &r
RO T & GFY, AHGH F Tod U dRCATdh Tgd P IR H 3ol g1 dE, AR
ARG HIY AUl a1 - #AT gl AL IoAT Fehell STgT 3R AT S5 HT H#TH
forar Sar §1 ¥ geifaar = i gAY @ 3 3mren At RuiRa awe ) ae

SRR ool o gl |

e The Bench comprised all the serving judges of the Supreme Court. It was held in the
Chief Justice of India’s courtroom.

ST & gWA HIE & I aAET Farreiier anfAer I Ig ART F HET e F
el H AT fomam arm ol

o Seventy-five years have both transformed the Supreme Court and yet it stands anchored
in its foundational mission, Chief Justice Khanna said.

qega] a8f A A I P deol § AR T ot Ig 319t Here et A 3rfsar @sr

¢, qET ~IIATeer Gooll o gl

e "This transformation reflects a deeper recognition — that justice must be both principled
and practical. In doing so, it makes the constitutional promise of justice — social,
economic, and political — a living reality for millions of Indians,” Chief Justice Khanna
said.

"Ig ARG T IER IgTT HT 20Tl § - fF =7 i Rguidqer 3R aragiiRe et
B Tfgu| AT WA A, Ig Ffaurfas arg « - aenfas, 3nf¥s, ik aeefaw - arar
AT & fov e Shfaa aedafashar sarar &, HEY ~ATTT Geall o FgT|

e The CJI said the two decades of the 21st century stand as a testament to the Supreme
Court’s evolving role in our constitutional framework.

qCT A ATENer & el fh 21d7 G & Y gk gt e &1 wfawfas o A
[EEan G IGEANCoRE I
e No other apex court had navigated such an expansive domain, from personal liberty to

environmental issues, from intellectual property rights to privacy to the right to
information.

farely 30 <MY 3reTerd & safFaera Faaaar @ o waaRoir e, defw wufy
SR @ o Mustigar 3R gaam & AFR aF & 380 [Ega &7 i 7@ G|
e Chief Justice Khanna said the evolution began with strengthening electoral democracy

by establishing voters’ right to information about candidates as an extension to
freedom of expression, which included the right to impart and receive information.

ﬂ@m%ﬁgrmﬁmﬁsugmgmmﬁwmﬁ%ﬁgm
e 3Figart & aR # Adeasi & gaar & JRER i TG9er g, St
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Lab holding
Ebola sample
in Goma s at
risk: Red Cross

International

4(;3 Paper II:
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The Red Cross voiced
alarm on Tuesday over the
risk that fighting in the DR
Congo city of Goma could
cause samples of Ebola
and other pathogens held
in a laboratory to escape.

The Red Cross is “very
concerned about the situa-
tion in the laboratory of
the national biomedical re-
search institute, which is
facing a risk of power
cuts”, ICRC regional direc-
tor for Africa Patrick Yous-
sef said.

Speaking to reporters in
Geneva, he warned of “un-
imaginable consequences
if the (samples), including
the Ebola virus, that it con-
tains were to spread.”

Website: patrioticias.in
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sffeafFa i wadaar & e a1, Swd gaan yae 6 3R area e w1 e
Afder |

The court dismantled gender stereotypes in employment.
HIC of AR A 97 dgsma & gATCa R

It recognised emerging digital rights as a new frontier of constitutional protection and
struck down vague restrictions on online speech, extending constitutional safeguards to
digital spaces.

38e 39 Rfea sfeRi 7 d@fduras guan & va v A & §7 7 Agar §
3R JifareTgar #TYOT U)X 3rEuse Yfdet @l f@REd v, Sad dfgefae geat Bfsee
TYTAT dF T |

In socio-economic justice, it broadened affirmative action to include economic criteria,
recognising diverse forms of disadvantage in modern society, the CJI noted.

AATTSR-3h ~OT H, 50 FPRIcHA® HIETS I HTAF ATIES H AT A &
fow faeaya forar, smyfaes qare # e yoR & qwae @ ggared gU, 7T
grarefier o e R

The court’s decisions have strengthened India’s economic landscape by injecting
clarity, efficiency, and fairness — be it the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act or strengthening alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms, he added.

HIE & AT AR & T aRgeT w1 Fedr, gatdr, 3R Fsustdr & aered
¢ - T1% a¢ Rarer ik For e Wik, FewEyan ik gow e e @ dwfeus
faare woTUTeT Al S AT T, Igie ST

Lab holding Ebola sample in Goma is at risk: Red Cross

MAT F gaten dqa @ el o7 IfEHT 7 & T HiA

The Red Cross voiced alarm on Tuesday over the risk that
fighting in the DR Congo city of Goma could cause samples of
Ebola and other pathogens held in a laboratory to escape.

T FIF F ATAIR FY R FENT & MNAT AT F Tof @ TOF &
FROT T F W@ garer 3R 37 duieew & dva F iF @ a1
AN@H T

. The Red Cross is “very concerned about the situation in the laboratory of the
national biomedical research institute, which is facing a risk of power cuts,” said
ICRC regional director for Africa Patrick Youssef.

B I o el & a8 T Sta Rfvcr saue qeue i da i Fufa @ de
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agd Rifaa &, o1 fasrell wetd w1 NfRF &, Ig TIr=7 3rEHBEY & 3rhrr e
fders dfew ggw «F feam

e Speaking to reporters in Geneva, he warned of “unimaginable consequences” if the
(samples), including the Ebola virus, that it contains were to spread.

Prear d R & a9 8T, 3egiol Adrae & o 3R o9 & Fispg galen aRRE
gfed duar $hea & O 5@ IRUTH “Fegsrdia” & THhd gl

Troops battle Rwanda-backed rebels
as protests erupt in Congo’s capital

Demonstrators attack several foreign embassies, including those of Rwanda, France and Belgium; UN says humanitarian

situation in Goma is extremely worrying with a hospital coming under attack, killing newborns and pregnant women

IGS Paper II: Africa |

Associated Press
GOMA

ecurity forces of the
s Democratic  Repu-

blic of the Congo
were fighting on Tuesday
against Rwanda-backed re-
bels who advanced into a
key eastern city in a major
escalation of a decades-
long conflict.

Residents reported gun-
fire overnight in Goma, a
city of 2 million people
which the rebels claimed
to have captured on Mon-
day. Explosions and gun-
fire were heard near the
now-shut Goma airport.

Goma is a regional trade
and humanitarian hub

Troops

A ’ b

Choas unfolds: People protest in Kinshasa on Tuesday against M23

b

rebels’ advance into the city of Goma in Congo’s east. AP

holding hundreds of thou-
sands of the more than 6
million people displaced
by eastern Congo’s pro-
longed conflict over ethnic

tensions.

Dozens of demonstra-
tors attacked several fo-
reign embassies, including
those of Rwanda, France

and Belgium, on Tuesday
demanding that they op-
pose the advance of M23
rebels into Goma. Police
fired teargas at the protes-
ters as they marched to the
embassies in Kinshasa,
looting and setting fires to
parts of the buildings. The
embassies of Kenya and
Uganda were also attacked.
The humanitarian situa-
tion in Goma “is extremely
worrying, with a new
threshold of violence and
suffering reached today,”
Bruno Lemarquis, the Un-
ited Nations humanitarian
coordinator for Congo,
told reporters on Monday.
There were active com-
bat zones in all areas of the

city, with civilians taking
cover and heavy artillery
fire directed at the city cen-
ter on Monday, Mr. Lemar-
quis said. He said several
shells struck the Charité
Maternelle Hospital in cen-
tral Goma, “killing and in-
juring civilians, including
newborns and pregnant
women.”

Three South African
peacekeepers were killed
on Monday, while a fourth
soldier succumbed to inju-
ries sustained in fighting
days ago. That makes 17
peacekeepers and foreign
soldiers who have been
killed in the fighting, ac-
cording to UN and Army
officials.

battle Rwanda-backed rebels as protests erupt in
Congo’s capital

tarer gAfda ARl & sz g st ik wn fr qerurEh
# AT gyl

Security forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo were fighting
on Tuesday against Rwanda-backed rebels who advanced into a key
eastern city in a major escalation of a decadeslong conflict.
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sAYkfesw Rufas 3w FaN A Y& g HIr@aR F1 @isT GA ST
faeifeal & o3 w &, 9 v w@ g W A W 3T I, J§ gl W
¥uY # wF T3 gefr 4

e Residents reported gunfire overnight in Goma, a city of 2 million people which the
rebels claimed to have captured on Monday. Explosions and gunfire were heard near
the now-shut Goma airport.

it & Mer 7 TR dgw Fr M To H g §, I8 A S 2 e
AT < JTETEr g, fAelfgal o MAGR Sl sheall et 7 arar fomar| faemie 3 agsw
M 319 §¢ g1 I MeAT gaTs HFS & A GeATS &

e Gomais aregional trade and humanitarian hub holding hundreds of thousands of the

more than 6 million people displaced by eastern Congo’s prolonged conflict over
ethnic tensions.

AT U T AR 3R A Fg § S 6 Afdwe @ 30F ReafRaaet F a
Uhsl oI & T@T ¢, 5 qdf FEN & & AT § 9 37 @ ¥ & HRo7 fqeanfig
gU ¢

e Dozens of demonstrators attacked several foreign embassies, including those of

Rwanda, France, and Belgium, on Tuesday demanding that they oppose the advance
of M23 rebels into Goma.

gotell YERIHIRAT &7 HITeTaR I TaTsT, B 3R afeaasr afgd & Tl gamamr
gHe fhaT, Tg AT d gV R 3 MaAT &7 M23 Rgfeat A ashaoT 1 faer Y|
e Police fired teargas at the protesters as they marched to the embassies in Kinshasa,

looting and setting fires to parts of the buildings. The embassies of Kenya and Uganda
were also attacked.

R 3 seeimeat oF sy T Y it 3 Reeremar o g@rarat B 3R AT W@
¥, 3R ARG & BEar # Feure 3N AT TS| Fedr AR ST o grarat el
gHe foRam |

e The humanitarian situation in Goma “is extremely worrying, with a new threshold of

violence and suffering reached today,” said Bruno Lemarquis, the United Nations
humanitarian coordinator for Congo, to reporters on Monday.

AT A AT [ufd 31T v A5 WA T TG TS &, T fFar 3R der fr v
s AT R & IS &, gAY AATHH, YT USg AT FAGIS Hiol & g, o
HAHIR I R & el

e There were active combat zones in all areas of the city, with civilians taking cover and
heavy artillery fire directed at the city center on Monday, Mr. Lemarquis said.

AET & w &t A WhRw geu A 9, Tad Aniet & eror o A sl drvarar
M AT & &g Fr 3R el 718, 4 dafha o Fel

o Several shells struck the Charité Maternelle Hospital in central Goma, “killing and
injuring civilians, including newborns and pregnant women.”
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BELGRADE

Serbia’s populist Prime Mi-
nister Milos Vucevic re-
signed on Tuesday in an at-
tempt to calm political
tensions and pressure
roiled by weeks of massive
anti-corruption  protests
over the deadly collapse of
a concrete canopy.

The canopy collapse in
November, which killed 15
persons in the northern ci-
ty of Novi Sad, has become
a flashpoint reflecting wid-
er discontent with the in-
creasingly autocratic rule
of Serbia’s populist Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic. He
has faced accusations of
curbing democratic free-

Website: patrioticias.in
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FS Ml o MATF Fo 1T TIREY ATATT FEIAT I 3TETT o, ‘foE ARt
AT 3R A€ 38, ST dAaaa =2 3R weiadr Afgee anfae g1
Three South African peacekeepers were killed on Monday, while a fourth soldier

succumbed to injuries sustained in fighting days ago. That makes 17 peacekeepers and
foreign soldiers who have been killed in the fighting, according to UN and Army

officials.

e gf@or snhidr aifa AfFF AFIR F AR 71T, sl e A A FrHs e
g a2 H ol el & &RoT Al 8 98| I 17 uifa =T 3iv Rgeh AR[=wi A
ol HEAT AT § S oIsie A AR T, ¥FFa Tog AR e srferafat & 3regar|

Serbia PM quits in attempt
to calm anti-graft protests

Milos Vucevic

doms in Serbia despite for-
mally seeking European
Union membership for the
troubled Balkan nation.

“It is my appeal for eve-
ryone to calm down the
passions and return to dia-
logue,” Mr. Vucevic told a
news conference announc-

ing his resignation.
Novi Sad Mayor Milan
Dijuric also stepped down.

Way forward

Mr. Vucevic’s resignation
could lead to an early par-
liamentary election. The
resignation must be con-
firmed by Serbia’s Parlia-
ment, which has 30 days to
choose a new government
or call a snap election.

Opposition parties have
said they would insist on a
transitional government
that would create condi-
tions for a free and fair
election.

Mr. Vucic’s populists
have faced accusations of
irregularities during past
elections.

Serbia PM quits in attempt to
calm anti-graft protests

afear & dvd gseER A
gyl #1 ad &l & faw

TP & &

Serbia’s populist Prime Minister
Milos Vucevic resigned on
Tuesday in an attempt to calm
political tensions and pressure
roiled by weeks of massive anti-
corruption protests over the
deadly collapse of a concrete
canopy.

qfear & AFsTas TeTeH=

few gafds & #AeEaR F F FhE ST F Faaw PRA F HROT
§§15=ﬂa?3ﬁtwraﬂﬁmfrmhfﬁmm?hﬁ$maﬁaﬁa
A F YW H TR f=m

The canopy collapse in November, which killed 15 persons in the northern city of Novi
Sad, has become a flashpoint reflecting wider discontent with the increasingly autocratic
rule of Serbia’s populist President Aleksandar Vucic.

e # Al Fie & S A H hehlc O TR & 15 dit 1 #@id g1 a1 o, 3k g
T HIAT & Alehedildst TeeUlcl FAFaAst JfEaF & d6d dIARIET AEA & G
A T clieh §eF 1S g
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e He has faced accusations of curbing democratic freedoms in Serbia despite formally
seeking European Union membership for the troubled Balkan nation.

3egiel FISAT H Shcliaeh TIATAIN T Felolad T 3R Fell §, STdich Heheared
qTowe o & o AT wa A FeFgar 1 Jiqaie AEr @ o)

o “ltis my appeal for everyone to calm down the passions and return to dialogue,” Mr.
Vucevic told a news conference announcing his resignation.

“gg A 3T & T Felr ofer Sher &l o Y 3R dHare dr AR & qRfas a3 39e
ST T EINOT Hld gU TH U Hihd H Tl
e Novi Sad Mayor Milan Djuric also stepped down.

A w1g F AW Ao sqRF A o secder & e

Way forward
T3 FHT [EAT

e Mr. Vucevic’s resignation could lead to an early parliamentary election.
gafaw & sEA® @ e FEET AT g Hhd &

e The resignation must be confirmed by Serbia’s Parliament, which has 30 days to
choose a new government or call a snap election.

SEt @l | A FHG GaRT qfSe fham ST =g T, f9d AU @R 1 o el

T dlcehiieleh YAl Jolled & ToIw 30 et 1 @1 B
o Opposition parties have said they would insist on a transitional government that would
create conditions for a free and fair election.

Quefr oIt & Fgr & & I T AFAUTRNT TIHR ST AT HLdl, S TaaT AR
fosger garg & fov fEufaar dar e

e Mr. Vucic’s populists have faced accusations of irregularities during past elections.
g & AFderas At & oo ol & SRie FAIATAHT & ARG HT AT
T 9T B
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DeepSeek Al
model jolts
global tech

landscape

IGS Paper Ill: S&T |

John Xavier
CHENNAI

A new player in the artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) race,
the Chinese start-up Deep-
Seek, has created a buzz in
global tech circles with the
launch of its cutting-edge
Al models, claiming they
nearly match the capabili-
ties of top industry leaders
in the U.S. — all while being
far more affordable. The
company’s Al model,
DeepSeek-R1, has ignited a
fresh debate over the shift-
ing dynamics of the global
Al market.

Monday night’s trading
session on Wall Street left
Big Tech companies reel-
ing as investors scrambled
to make sense of the dam-
age. Al chip maker Nvidia’s
market value declined by
half a trillion dollars in the
biggest single-session loss
for any company ever.

Address :

The impact reverberated across global markets as
tech and Al stocks plummeted. Though the sell-off
steadied on Tuesday, the low-cost Chinese Al mo-
del continues to be popular globally.

Commenting on the development from China,
U.S. President Donald Trump said: “The release of
DeepSeek Al from a Chinese company must be a
wake-up call for our industries as we need to be
laser focused on competing to win.”

Mr. Trump said DeepSeek was a positive deve-
lopment for the U.S. tech industry as they “will be
doing that too and won’t be spending that much to
get the same results”.

DeepSeek’s flagship Al Assistant, powered by its
DeepSeek-v3 model, has already made significant
waves by dethroning OpenAl’s ChatGPT as the
highest-rated free app on Apple’s App Store. This
achievement signals a potential turning point in
the competition between U.S. and Chinese Al
firms.

In a recent paper, DeepSeek revealed that the
training of its DeepSeek-v3 model cost under $6
million, utilising Nvidia’s H800 chips — dramatical-
ly undercutting the billions of dollars spent by
leading U.S. firms. The company also claimed its
latest DeepSeek-R1 model is nearly 50 times
cheaper to operate than OpenAl's GPT-4, for a
specific task.

The emergence of DeepSeek is particularly
noteworthy because it flips the narrative that Chi-
nese Al models lag behind their U.S. counterparts.
While China’s early attempts at creating a local al-
ternative to ChatGPT — such as Baidu’s Ernie bot —
were met with widespread disappointment due to
quality gaps, DeepSeek has changed the game by
offering models that rival the best from Silicon
Valley.

Despite the buzz, DeepSeek has faced its share
of scepticism. Some experts have questioned the
true cost of developing and training DeepSeek’s
models, with some analysts casting doubt on the
$5.58-million figure provided by the company for
the v3 model’s computing power. Others have
raised concerns about the start-up’s access to cut-
ting-edge Nvidia chips, claiming the company may
have up to 50,000 Nvidia H100s — chips restricted
for sale to Chinese firms under U.S. export con-
trols. DeepSeek has yet to address these claims.

Moreover, cybersecurity experts have noted
that it is critical to engage with DeepSeek with a
degree of caution as the start-up operates within a
regulatory environment where government over-
sight of data is stringent.

DeepSeek was founded in 2023 in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang by Liang Wenfeng, co-founder of the Chi-
nese quantitative hedge fund High-Flyer. The
fund, known for its involvement in Al research and
development, has played a key role in DeepSeek’s
growth, though the exact extent of High-Flyer’s fi-
nancial backing remains unclear.

DeepSeek Al Model Jolts
Global Tech Landscape

DeepSeek Al ATSeT o 3G+
dewereh! TRGRT &I Fewt =

o A new player in the artificial intelligence
(Al) race, the Chinese start-up DeepSeek, has
created a buzz in global tech circles with the
launch of its cutting-edge Al models,
claiming they nearly match the capabilities of
top industry leaders in the U.S.

FAT gefterar (Al) &I als # Th T
e, Dt TEE31T DeepSeek & 379a 3eAd
Al ATEeH & dled o A1T JTdeh ddheiiehl
golhl H goldel HAT &1 §, I§ &ral ld g
R 3 sARET & NS 3T Jamt H
STHATIT & CTITSIT SRTeR g

o DeepSeek’s Al model, DeepSeek-R1, has

ignited a fresh debate over the shifting
dynamics of the global Al market.

DeepSeek & Al Al DeepSeek-R1, dfRa®w
Al STSTR &1 Sgaldr faefieldr 9T Th o5 a8
S A g

e Monday night’s trading session on Wall
Street left Big Tech companies reeling as
investors scrambled to make sense of the
damage.

WHAR T & BT a9 7 gt The X T8
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&F FUMAGT DI FTCHh! oM, Fhifeh HAAH FJhd= I THASA & [T Huy X 7 U
Al chip maker Nvidia’s market value declined by half a trillion dollars, marking the
biggest single-session loss for any company ever.

Al R fa#ATaT Nvidia 7 SR e 3mer fferaer sfer AT o, ot fanely o ot &
T 319 T &1 qad 937 Th-RaHT THarT ¢ |

Impact on Global Markets

AR+ TR W Y@

The impact reverberated across global markets as tech and Al stocks plummeted.
deeller 3R w$ RRT F AEe & R saH worg dRgw aaRy 7 e 397
Though the sell-off steadied on Tuesday, the low-cost Chinese Al model continues
to be popular globally.

ETelieh HIAAR A famarel YT & 71E, Jfera 7 amera aren DN w3ns Arsar dRTF
TR T AHRT qar g3 ¥

U.S. Reaction and Donald Trump's Statement

AR f gfafrar ik Sres €0 #1 9=

U.S. President Donald Trump commented on the development from China, stating:
AR Tegafd Bres ga A DT & 50 v W feoqol FXd gU el

“The release of DeepSeek Al from a Chinese company must be a wake-up call for
our industries as we need to be laser-focused on competing to win.”

"fieft FU garRT I FHFAT AT DeepSeek Al gAY g F faw Aaraed g
TifeT, FIfF g gfaequt #F shasr W ST @ e

Trump further said that DeepSeek is a positive development for the U.S. tech
industry, as they will be able to achieve similar results at lower costs.

€T o 3T sel fF DeepSeek 3ARNF ¢& 3T F v vF FHERIAF R{am g,
Fifer dFH aErg F TAW IROMT Iod F THS B

DeepSeek Al's Market Impact
DeepSeek Al &T dT6IR 9 9HATT

DeepSeek’s flagship Al Assistant, powered by DeepSeek-v3 model, has dethroned
OpenAl’s ChatGPT as the highest-rated free app on Apple’s App Store.

DeepSeek & YH@ T3S HFATLE, S DeepSeek-v3 AlSH GART HATTA &, ¥ OpenAl
& ChatGPT &I gerehy Toud ¥ TR T §ad {0+ s AFa o e foar &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e This signals a turning point in the Al competition between U.S. and Chinese firms.

IE AR 3R A Fulaat & diw wand afavaut F wF Agcaqer Al @ g g

DeepSeek's Cost Advantage
DeepSeek &Y dRId & F&d

o DeepSeek revealed that the training of its DeepSeek-v3 model cost under $6
million, utilizing Nvidia’s H800 chips.

DeepSeek o GeTaT T & SH DeepSeek-v3 Aiger F qfI&Tor #ir amwra $6
fAfegs & Fa7 W@, F98A Nvidia F H800 Rcw &1 3uier foar =)

e This dramatically undercuts the billions of dollars spent by leading U.S. firms.
75 3RS Fufaal gamr @ e v rEl SR A goe A dg FEN T

o DeepSeek claimed that its latest DeepSeek-R1 model is nearly 50 times cheaper to
operate than OpenAl’s GPT-4 for a specific task.

DeepSeek & graT fhaT fF TP AdIad DeepSeek-R1 Alser T fafdse &1 & fav
OpenAl & GPT-4 I el # T 50 AT HEAT &

China's Al Breakthrough
HieT Y I A verfar

e The emergence of DeepSeek is significant, as it flips the narrative that Chinese Al
models lag behind U.S. counterparts.

DeepSeek HT IHIAT AFAYT &, FiTh IE 3 URUN H agerar § & Aelr wamé Avser
IARS Azl T NS &

o Earlier attempts, like Baidu’s Ernie bot, were criticized for quality gaps, but
DeepSeek has changed the game.

Ugd & VAN, SI¥ foh Baidu FT Ernie dic, I[uraar T FHT F FROT ITaraar F1 RaR
?,mDeepSeek# 59 Tufa & sger &

Skepticism and Concerns
HeE IR e

e Some experts question the true cost of DeepSeek’s training, as analysts doubt the
$5.58-million figure provided by the company.

o [aATT DeepSeek & FRAGTOT T arFdfas aRId X Heg W @ ¢, Fifh fageiwent
T $5.58 AT Hr ARG W g &l

e Concerns have been raised regarding DeepSeek’s access to Nvidia’s H100 chips,
which are restricted under U.S. export controls.
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DeepSeek #I Nvidia & H100 e @& Iga &1 ok [IATC 387 &, Fifh I 3R
forata @g=or & aga yfaefta &)

Some reports suggest DeepSeek may have up to 50,000 Nvidia H100s, but the
company has not yet addressed these claims.

S Ratet & gr 31 & 7 DeepSeek & 9T 50,000 dF Nvidia H100 fRcq & ¥&a
&, oifchel U of 3T gral 9T HIS TISEIHIOT 1T |

Regulatory and Cybersecurity Concerns

s 3t wEeR geaw Ran

Cybersecurity experts urge caution as DeepSeek operates under a regulatory
environment with stringent government oversight of data.

AR FRET fAATA Tefh oA T Hellg & & Fifeh DeepSeek TF W faamers
IIErERoT & FAferd @1aT &, 8l PR &1 3e7 W F3T A9 B

DeepSeek's Founding and Financial Backing

DeepSeek 1 TIMET 3R R gwd=

DeepSeek was founded in 2023 in Hangzhou, Zhejiang by Liang Wenfeng, co-
founder of the Chinese quantitative hedge fund High-Flyer.

DeepSeek T FUTAT 2023 & gREN3, #fSAEr & Liang Wenfeng GaRT & 915, S
Hielt Faifeefed &7 $3 High-Flyer & Wg-HEAT9F |

High-Flyer, known for its involvement in Al research and development, has played a
key role in DeepSeek’s growth.

High-Flyer, ST 3§ arqaene 3R Rem & sveh siffer & faw s smar 8, 3
DeepSeek #¥ gefer # Hgeaqur yfAwT eS|

However, the exact extent of High-Flyer’s financial backing remains unclear.

gleiifeh, High-Flyer % Rea wadar 1 wdi& diar vuse a¢t &
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A question of hygiene

The GBS outbreak in Pune reveals
the fragility of its urban systems

t the heart of the current Guillain-Barré
A Syndrome (GBS) outbreak in Pune,

where over 100 cases of suspected GBS
have been recorded, is a bacterial infection. A
health investigation has revealed Campylobacter
Jjejuni, a bacteria found in contaminated food and
water, to be behind the first cluster of cases. In al-
most all the patients, recent case history has
shown episodes of gastroenteritis, vomiting, diar-
rhoea and nausea before the onset of the charac-
teristic peripheral numbing of GBS, leading to pa-
ralysis. One case of death due to suspected GBS
has also been recorded - of a patient who had vi-
sited Pune. This outbreak reveals the fragility of
the scaffolding that urban systems in India are
built on, with pathogens managing to breach all
safety nets that humans have built for them-
selves, to emerge through and cause havoc. Any
slip up in maintenance or in surveillance, clearly
leads to discomfort, ill health and debility for a
large number of people. GBS is a rare, autoim-
mune neurological disorder, in which a person’s
immune system launches an attack on the pe-
ripheral nervous system, leading to tingling, wea-
kening of muscles, numbing and paralysis in the
arms and legs, not unlike in the acute flaccid pa-
ralysis of polio. It can be caused by viral or bacte-
rial pre-infections, as per the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). Globally, it is estimated that
GBS has an incidence of 1-2 per 1,00,000 popula-
tion, and is more predominant among adult
males. While India-specific large epidemiological
studies on GBS are lacking, as testing for GBS in a
resource-poor setting is difficult, according to a
WHO report (1993), it was estimated that 138 cas-
es of GBS were seen annually in seven major
teaching hospitals, with approximately 75% of
cases occurring in adults. While studies across
the world have shown numbers to rise in seasons
of weather change, it is possible that this is India’s
largest outbreak in recorded history.

Patients are treated with plasma exchange or
intravenous immunoglobulin therapy, and most
recover. However, these treatments are most ef-
fective if started within two weeks of the first
symptoms, making early detection and initiation
of treatment absolutely crucial. Rapid response
teams in Pune are in place, collecting water sam-
ples and mounting surveillance on the commun-
ity, and a central team has also been rushed to af-
fected areas. It is key to ensure that all measures
are in place to pick up patients, and initiate treat-
ment as soon as possible. It is the duty of the local
and State governance to provide clean drinking
water to all residents and ensure that adequate
social messaging is provided periodically on
avoiding contaminated, unhygienic food.
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A Question of Hygiene
EATHAT hl YRl

At the heart of the current Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) outbreak in Pune, over 100
cases of suspected GBS have been recorded,
caused by Campylobacter jejuni, a bacteria
found in contaminated food and water.

qol F AT Afogs-R R (GBS) /T & &
&, 100 ¥ 31O+ Tieaesr GBS AT &1 Nars frar
I 7, S FRAEFR A awE dFAR F
FROT T3 §, S g ot i areht & arm s
gl

ePatients exhibited symptoms such as gastroenteritis, vomiting,
diarrhea, and nausea before the onset of peripheral numbing
leading to paralysis.

AJST F ATFMY, Ieel, gFd, X ATl S A&T0T W I, TSaH

aTe, df¥T Foetar 3R et 1 Jerrd TS|

«One death due to suspected GBS has been reported of a patient
who had visited Pune.

qol &I GRT X alel Ueh AT 1 GBS & Hfewwr Feg oot T 18
gl

«This outbreak highlights the fragility of urban systems in India,
where pathogens breach safety nets, leading to ill health and
discomfort for large populations.

Ig JRIT AR T g sFaEgT3Ht Y FASNRGT I 3R AT
€, ST8T M) FRETT eaEAT3H &l dASH a3 YA W IETEddr
3R IrgfaYT &1 FRT T B

«GBS is a rare autoimmune neurological disorder where the

immune system attacks the peripheral nervous system,
causing tingling, muscle weakness, and paralysis.

GBS Tsh gol# 3MeIsye =guidiiioiehel AR &, forae wfawem
yorrelr aReflr affer a7 W gaem #cr B, fSad gersye,

AMIRAT i FAS, 3R FTwar AT gl

eAccording to the World Health Organization (WHO), GBS is
caused by viral or bacterial pre-infections, with an estimated 1-2
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cases per 1,00,000 population globally.
fea Taeew weree (WHO) & 38R, GBS arRe a1 daiRae awavi 3 giar &, 3R

s dfRas JaR 1-2 A 9fd 1,00,000 STTEEAT B |
e Studies indicate GBS is more common among adult males and increases during
weather change seasons.

TG Il § foh GBS a3FF qoui 7 s A g 3R Atawr aRadsr & wlwat

SedT gl
e India-specific data on GBS is limited, but a 1993 WHO report estimated 138 annual
cases across seven teaching hospitals, with 75% affecting adults.

GBS W #Rd-faflrse 3eT AfAT &, dfeher 1993 F WHO Rule & 3@, wrer farator
Ireqarat # af¥E 138 A TIC 1T, ST @ 75% TIERT BT FHIAT P o

o Patients are treated with plasma exchange or intravenous immunoglobulin therapy,
most recovering if treated within two weeks of symptom onset.

AL T SoATol CATeAT TFqaS AT IR grgAmaigfasd R a fhar S &, 3R
T&TOT [ 1 F & Fodlg F T gorst gl W 3ifAshrer &k gl S €l

e Rapid response teams in Pune are collecting water samples, monitoring communities,
and a central team has been sent to affected areas.

qul & ol ¥ $RAS Hel dlell A It F THA Teha 9 @I &, TGl T Ao
Y T 8, AR venifad &t & Sfrr der S 1S B

e Local and State governance must ensure clean drinking water and regular awareness
campaigns to avoid contaminated food.

T 3R AT I Y W6 9Tl 3R ¥ il @S9 & fav Hafad
SAEHAT HHATAL T AT HEAr TRV
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Mining politics
Strategic need for tungsten must be
balanced against ecological concerns
B y annulling the Nayakkarpatti tungsten

block auction in Madurai, the Union Go-

vernment has halted protests against a
project that was red-flagged, tardily, by the State
citing environmental and cultural concerns.
Rarely has the Narendra Modi government made
a swift ‘U-turn’ in the face of opposition. Nayak-
karpatti was among eight critical and strategic
mineral blocks put up for auction last February
by the Mines Ministry. Eight months later, the
contract for mining 2,015.51 hectares was award-
ed to Vedanta’s Hindustan Zinc Limited. Howev-
er, the presence of Arittapatti, Tamil Nadu’s first
biodiversity heritage site, in the vicinity, trig-
gered concerns. An Assembly resolution pointed
out that mining could endanger historical cave
temples, Jain symbols, Tamil Brahmi scripts and
a habitat for rare species. The Centre and the BJP
were initially on the defensive, arguing that of the
20.16 sqg. km area, only 1.93 sq. km within Aritta-
patti and Meenakshipuram villages had been not-
ified as a biodiversity site. Last month, the Minis-
try deferred issuance of Letter of Intent to the
bidder, and asked the Geological Survey of India
(GSI) to explore redefining the boundaries by ex-
cluding the biodiversity site. But the Centre an-
nulled the auction before the GSI could act, after
a meeting with community leaders from Madu-
rai, led by BJP State president K. Annamalai, and
the Mines Minister.

Politics seems to have played a larger role than
India’s strategic need for tungsten or the Centre’s
and State’s claims that they had acted in defe-
rence to people’s wishes. Tungsten, or wolfram,
a dense lustrous metal, is crucial for industries
such as defence and in high technology fields. It
has no effective substitutes. Globally, tungsten is
stockpiled. Indigenously rare, only 5% of tung-
sten mining resources are in Tamil Nadu, Harya-
na, Uttarakhand and West Bengal, with the rest
distributed in Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pra-
desh and Maharashtra. Though the State had
flagged the biodiversity issue to the Centre, there
is no clear indication that the DMK government
was openly opposed to the auction. Reports sug-
gest that prior to the amendment of the Mines
and Minerals Act, which empowered the Centre
to exclusively auction mining leases for critical
minerals, the State’s Natural Resources Depart-
ment had requested permission to mine tungsten
and molybdenum through joint ventures. Re-
gardless of the political dynamics, the impor-
tance and scarcity of tungsten cannot be over-
stated. The Centre might have been more
effective had it consulted the State and waited for
the GSI's report before making a decision, strik-
ing a balance between environmental concerns
and the strategic need for tungsten mining by ad-
justing the block boundaries.
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Mining Politics
A JSTetfel

By annulling the Nayakkarpatti tungsten block
auction in Madurai, the Union Government has
halted protests against the project.

At A AAFFICE SIS Solieh I Al F 368
FF, Fg TPR o IRATAT & Fas [T F A
gl

e Nayakkarpatti was among eight critical and strategic mineral
blocks put up for auction in February 2023 by the Mines Ministry.

AGFRIICET 3o HTS Fgeaqor 3R wredfas afasr safeid @ v
T, T8 Sa 2023 H Gelel FHATSI AR sATedH & flw I@r arn

ar|

o Eight months later, the contract for 2,015.51 hectares was
awarded to Vedanta’s Hindustan Zinc Limited.

316 HE 16, 2,015.51 eI & AT 37geer derar Hr fgear= S
s 1 fear

e Concerns arose due to the presence of Arittapatti, Tamil Nadu’s
first biodiversity heritage site, in the vicinity.

e &1 ®ROT 3iRecued o1, St affeeTg & ggar sia fafawar
R Tua g 3R g & Rya g

e The Assembly resolution highlighted that mining could endanger
historical cave temples, Jain symbols, Tamil Brahmi scripts, and
habitats for rare species.

fenerasm wedra 7 adrm T & wee @ e e AfeR, Sier
weltert, affrer sredlt Rramerat, 31X gefer yonfat & mamw & @aw &
GET I

e |Initially, the Centre argued that only 1.93 sq. km of the 20.16 sq.
km area overlapped with the biodiversity site.

BT H e o e feAT T 20.16 9 FreefieT &1 & & haer 1.93
Tt fpetiet St fafavar Tue & A ey AT &l

e Last month, the Ministry deferred the issuance of the Letter of
Intent and asked the Geological Survey of India (GSI) to redefine
boundaries.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

R AR, HIT  TAMATE (Letter of Intent) TR FA &Y el fear 3R sk
sdefas wdaror (GSI) &1 WA B goT: IRV Fel &1 g |

o However, the Centre annulled the auction after discussions with community leaders led
by BJP State president K. Annamalai and the Mines Minister.

glelifeh, the o SIoTdl AT HETET &. IeelHells AR Tl HAT & AY WHSRAS
A3t T ST & 96 SATeHT Sl g X &

e Tungsten, also known as wolfram, is a dense lustrous metal critical for industries like
defense and high technology.

&areed, TS0 aewhre & el SiTel 8, Ueh gl AR ToHHeR o1q 8, it 187 3R 3=9
daeie A & fow Agcayel &

o It has no effective substitutes, and globally, tungsten is stockpiled.
P IS IHTET faswed 7T & 3R g TR W <aved T WAGOT v Sirar &

e Only 5% of tungsten mining resources in India are in Tamil Nadu, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, and West Bengal, with the rest distributed in Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra.

HRA H ol 5% SIS Teolel T AfAerarg, SRATON, ITEs, 3R R danver &
€, STehY hefteeh, TSTEAT, MY T3, 3R AFRTSE A hel T ¢
e Reports suggest that prior to the Mines and Minerals Act amendment, Tamil Nadu’s

Natural Resources Department had sought to mine tungsten and molybdenum through
joint ventures.

Ralet & 3aR, @ 3R @i ARETH & Gy & ged, dfAe:1g & Thids
AT fqmeT o Carees 3R AlfeSAA & Telol & AT T 3WhaAT & ALITH 4
At AR AT

e The Centre could have been more effective by consulting the State and awaiting the GSI
report to balance environmental concerns with strategic needs.

e gafavei Rant 3k WEfas smaeasanst & @qfad #= & o o &
AT W 3R SNeasns RAE Hr gcheT FF 371f0F Temdt & Tehar o
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Union Budget: understanding its

formulation and implications

There are three major components of the Budget — expenditure, receipts and deficit indicators. Depending on the manner in which they are

defined, there can be many classifications and indicators of expenditure, receipts and deficits

[GS Paper lil: Budget |
Zico Dasgupta

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
present the Union Budget for the
upcoming year on Saturday, February 1,
2025. In this article, dated January 31,
2022, Zico Dasgupta helps us understand
how to decode the Budget.

he story so far:

The Budget, which will be

tabled in Parliament by

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, is the Government’s
blueprint on expenditure, taxes it plans to
levy, and other transactions which affect
the economy and lives of citizens.

‘What are the major components of
the Budget?
There are three major components —
expenditure, receipts and deficit
indicators. Depending on the manner in
which they are defined, there can be
many classifications and indicators of
expenditure, receipts and deficits.
Based on their impact on assets and
liabilities, total expenditure can be
divided into capital and revenue
expenditure. Capital expenditure is
incurred with the purpose of increasing
assets of a durable nature or of reducing
recurring liabilities. Consider the
expenditure incurred for constructing
new schools or new hospitals. All these
are classified as capital expenditure as
they lead to creation of new assets.
Revenue expenditure involves any
expenditure that does not add to assets or
reduce liabilities. Expenditure on the
payment of wages and salaries, subsidies
or interest payments would be typically
classified as revenue expenditure.
Depending on the manner in which it
affects different sectors, expenditure is
also classified into (i) general services (ii)
economic services, (iii) social services and
(iv) grants-in-aid and contribution. The
sum of expenditure on economic and
social services together form the

Union Budget: Understanding its Formulation

Implications

development expenditure. Economic
services include expenditure on
transport, communication, rural
development, agricultural and allied
sectors. Expenditure on the social sector
including education or health is
categorised as social services. Again,
depending on its effect on asset creation
or liability reduction, development
expenditure can be further classified as
revenue and capital expenditure.

The receipts of the Government have
three components — revenue receipts,
non-debt capital receipts and
debt-creating capital receipts. Revenue
receipts involve receipts that are not
associated with increase in liabilities and
comprise revenue from taxes and non-tax
sources. Non-debt receipts are part of
capital receipts that do not generate
additional liabilities. Recovery of loans
and proceeds from disinvestments would
be regarded as non-debt receipts since
generating revenue from these sources
does not directly increase liabilities, or
future payment commitments.
Debt-creating capital receipts are ones
that involves higher liabilities and future
payment commitments of the
Government. Fiscal deficit by definition is
the difference between total expenditure
and the sum of revenue receipts and
non-debt receipts. It indicates how much
the Government is spending in net terms.
Since positive fiscal deficits indicate the
amount of expenditure over and above
revenue and non-debt receipts, it needs to
be financed by a debt-creating capital
receipt. Primary deficit is the difference
between fiscal deficit and interest
payments. Revenue deficit is derived by
deducting capital expenditure from fiscal
deficits.

What are the implications of the
Budget on the economy?

The Budget has an implication for
aggregate demand of an economy. All
Government expenditure generates

aggregate demand in the economy since it
involves purchase of private goods and
services by the Government sector. All tax
and non-tax revenue reduces net income
of the private sector and thereby leads to
reduction in private and aggregate
demand. But except for exceptional
circumstances, the GDP, revenue receipt
and expenditure typically show a
tendency to rise over time. Thus, the
trend in absolute value of expenditure
and receipts in themselves have little use
for meaningful analysis of the Budget.
The trend in expenditures and revenue is
analysed either by the GDP or as growth
rates after accounting for the inflation
rate.

Reduction in expenditure GDP ratio or
increase in revenue receipt-GDP ratio
indicates the Government’s policy to
reduce aggregate demand and vice-versa.
For similar reasons, reduction in fiscal
deficit-GDP ratio and primary deficit-GDP
ratios indicate Government policy of
reducing demand and vice versa.

Since different components of
expenditure and revenue can have
different effects on income of different
classes and social groups, the Budget also
has implications for income distribution.
For example, revenue expenditure such
as employment guarantee schemes or
food subsidies can directly boost the
income of the poor. Concession in
corporate tax may directly and positively
affect corporate incomes. Though both a
rise in expenditure for employment
guarantee schemes or reduction in the
corporate tax would widen the fiscal
deficit, its implications for income
distribution would be different.

What are fiscal rules and how do they
affect policy?

Fiscal rules provide specific policy targets
on the basis of which fiscal policy is
formed. Policy targets can be met by
using different policy instruments. There
exists no unique fiscal rule that is applied

FET doic: gHhT T IR gamaY Y gAS

There are three major components of the Budget — expenditure,
receipts, and deficit indicators.

golc & i 9@ ueF A1 § — a9, wiitaan 3R =rer wFaw|

to all countries. Rather, policy targets are
sensitive to the nature of economic theory
and depend on the specificity of an
economy.

In India’s case, its present fiscal rule is
guided by the recommendations of the
N.K. Singh Committee Report. Allowing
for some deviations under exceptional
times, it has three policy targets —
maintaining a specific level of debt-GDP
ratio (stock target), fiscal deficit-GDP ratio
(flow target) and revenue deficit-GDP ratio
(composition target).

Though both expenditure and revenue
receipts can potentially act as policy
instruments to meet specific set of fiscal
rules, tax-rates within the existing policy
framework happen to be determined
independent of the expenditure
requirement of the economy. Accordingly,
in the present institutional framework in
India, it is primarily the expenditure
which is adjusted to meet the fiscal rules
at given tax-ratios.

Such an adjustment mechanism has at
least two related, but analytically distinct
implications for fiscal policy. First,
independent of the extent of expenditure
needed to stimulate the economy or boost
labour income, existing fiscal rules
provide a cap on expenditure by
imposing the three policy targets. Second,
under any situation when the debt-ratio
or deficit ratio is greater than the targeted
level, expenditure is adjusted in order to
meet the policy targets. By implication,
independent of the state of the economy
and the need for expansionary fiscal
policy, existing policy targets may lead
the Government to reduce expenditure.

In the midst of the inadequacies of
fiscal policy to address the contemporary
challenges of unemployment and low
output growth rate, the nature and
objective of fiscal rules in India would
have to be re-examined.

Zico Dasgupta is an Assistant Professor
at the School of Arts and Science, Azim
Premji University, Bengaluru
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o Depending on the manner in which they are defined, there can be many
classifications and indicators of expenditure, receipts, and deficits.

g % ¥ s8¢ IRRAT fFar siar §, 39% YR W gy, wiitawr 3 g & +%
geifetor 3R Fha®w & THa

The Story So Far
I aF & Fufa

e The Budget, which will be tabled in Parliament by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, is the Government’s blueprint on expenditure, taxes it plans to levy,
and other transactions affecting the economy and citizens' lives.

fm i foten War#er Err Twe F yega R I aren Seie §ER A 9, W
T F Aeren AR T fiE T AeRE e A gonfada & arer AT =
T g B

Major Components of the Budget

mé:qg'@uw

e There are three major components — expenditure, receipts, and deficit indicators.
Torc & i THE UeHF g9 § — 49, Witadi AR °rer gFaw|

o Based on their impact on assets and liabilities, total expenditure can be divided
into capital and revenue expenditure.

Fuferal 3R SeRAT 91 oI & YR 9, F 24T F EIrd 47 IR ST 4
# fsnfaa fFar s war
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e Capital expenditure is incurred with the purpose of increasing assets of a durable
nature or of reducing recurring liabilities.

YSHeTd SIF &1 39T ¥R Ul Y 9ge A1 aR-aR g arelt aegiRaAt F FwA
A F v fFm smar @

o For example, expenditure incurred for constructing new schools or hospitals is
classified as capital expenditure as it leads to the creation of new assets.

3STET & AT, AT Tpell AT AEqaral & AT 9w R s geiea s F w9
# geffa B smar @ F6ifF 98 78 gufaal & fsfor F weras g B

e Revenue expenditure involves any expenditure that does not add to assets or
reduce liabilities.

TorEa =9 # 95 Wt @ anfAe g § o wufeal A qgfer A S A dgant S
FH TE A

e Expenditure on wages and salaries, subsidies, or interest payments is classified
as revenue expenditure.

daer AR Fergd, afewd), a1 suTer AT WX AT AT A Tered A 7 T B
Classification of Expenditure

Sqg &1 gIfhIoT

o Depending on the manner in which it affects different sectors, expenditure is
classified into:

gaH Rffies &l X wame F IR W, w9 w Awafaf@a F aefiea frar smar @
o General Services (AHAT ddIT)
o Economic Services (3fd® dam)
o Social Services (A% @A)

o Grants-in-Aid and Contributions (3e[&lel WeTaT AR ANrEr)
o Development expenditure includes expenditure on economic and social services.

R =3 & e i gEfes Qait W T = g9 afAe aar 2

e Economic services include expenditure on transport, communication, rural
development, and agricultural sectors.

afdF dauat F wRags, Fur, Frdor RAem, 3k FR aEt | B o s afae
g &l

e Social services include expenditure on education and health.

Ao Aar3t & e 3R ey W Far T g afAe ar 2

Receipts of the Government

TER T gicaar
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The receipts of the Government have three components:
WHR A wfcaat & diq ges g §
o Revenue Receipts (I5T€a AIfedn)
o Non-Debt Capital Receipts (FOT-HFd Gaiara wifeaan)
o Debt-Creating Capital Receipts (Fgor-fa#Tor ‘{Gﬁ?ﬁ wifean)
Revenue receipts include tax and non-tax revenue and do not create liabilities.

g witaal # #X 3R -7 Toeg afAe @ § 3R sud FE gar ag a7

Non-debt receipts include loan recoveries and disinvestment proceeds since they
do not create additional liabilities.

HOT-HFA Wicadl & 7o agen 3R RAfader @ yrea g afde @ar & #=ifF saa
sfafaa Saeiar a@ a=dh

Debt-creating capital receipts increase government liabilities and future payment
commitments.

FOT-fA#ToT Geflara aifeaar @R 1 gant AR sfasy i sprare gfdeeuanst #r
erd &l

Deficit Indicators

°TeT Hhds

Fiscal deficit is the difference between total expenditure and the sum of revenue
receipts and non-debt receipts.

TSN 11T Fo o4 AR ToFd Wifeadl g HO-HFd Tieaai & 97 & & F1
e g &l

It indicates how much the Government is spending in net terms beyond its
revenue and non-debt receipts.

¥g gfdr § & TR F Torea 3N HO-AFd Wiicadl § s fFaar @ w1 @
gl

Primary deficit is the fiscal deficit minus interest payments.
WIYfAS °Iel = TSR °IeT - SISl ST |
Revenue deficit is derived by deducting capital expenditure from fiscal deficit.

TSEd °TeT = TSR el - YT a7

Implications of the Budget on the Economy

HITTEYT W d9I¢ HT TAT

The Budget impacts aggregate demand in the economy.
qIIC FT G Fel AT T I3T g
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e All Government expenditure generates demand by purchasing private goods and
services.

WHEN =g s awE i darst & @l & Aeaw F T AT SO0 Far L

e Tax and non-tax revenue reduce the net income of the private sector, leading to a
decrease in aggregate demand.

T 3R T Torwa WS & At T T F FA F@ ¢, TER FA AT wed P
e GDP, revenue receipts, and expenditure generally tend to increase over time.
SE, Teoreg witawt 3R 9w 3mHER W WA F WY 95 B

e Trends in expenditures and revenue are analyzed with respect to GDP or adjusted
for inflation.

=g AR e A ygfa F1 AN F deet F a1 gEhfa # eI 7 @
frecryor B Srar B

Reduction in Expenditure GDP Ratio or Increase in Revenue Receipt-GDP
Ratio

-SEI Iequrd H FA A7 TorEd WA squra A gefer

e Reduction in expenditure GDP ratio or increase in revenue receipt-GDP ratio
indicates the Government’s policy to reduce aggregate demand and vice-versa.

Sq-SEd He[aTar F Fot I TorFd M-St syt & gefer avenr v warar AT
(aggregate demand) Y & ®Iar HT Afd 1 g2AT § 3R z9F AT off T@r g

e Similarly, reduction in fiscal deficit-GDP ratio and primary deficit-GDP ratio indicate
the Government’s policy of reducing demand and vice versa.

ST R, T arer-siEidt 3eqare & FA) 3R yrafAs are-sHdd s & w#
AIHR T AT F FH FI@ B afifer 7 gl § 3R sas faolia o @€ g

o Since different components of expenditure and revenue can have different effects on
the income of different classes and social groups, the Budget also has implications
for income distribution.

I =9 it o & Rffes geai @ Rt ot stk anfos a@ag ff s W

-3 IHIT U5 TohdT &, ST Foic I 3T faawor @ st wermg usar g1

e Revenue expenditure such as employment guarantee schemes or food subsidies
can directly boost the income of the poor.

ToIEd 4T S8 & QSR aIREY ANS=Te A1 Wied wiews: @) adiat $r 3T Y Ta
qhelt B
e Concession in corporate tax may directly and positively affect corporate incomes.

FARE F & RIIT DY 31N GHRIcAS T A FORE 3T A To1fad HT Fhar Bl

e Though both arise in expenditure for employment guarantee schemes and
reduction in corporate tax would widen the fiscal deficit, their implications for income
distribution would be different.
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grefifeh, PSR AR Asremait W 77 F Fefdr ik Frale F & F el TorrdiT
"R &1 FGT Thdl o, eliche] 3T FAAIOT G 37 THTG 3TS9T-37AT BT |

What are Fiscal Rules and How Do They Affect Policy?
T fAge a7 § 3R 7 Afa & FF v w=d §2

o Fiscal rules provide specific policy targets on the basis of which fiscal policy is
formed.

mm@mma&ﬁﬁmmg,mmwm
AT 518 ST &

o Policy targets can be met by using different policy instruments.
Afa e 1 gred FA F v RffeT Afa Iuswon w1 39T Far S aGwar g

e There exists no unique fiscal rule that is applied to all countries. Rather, policy
targets are sensitive to the nature of economic theory and depend on the specificity
of an economy.

F$ UHd TP e ¢ &S welt At w¥ amy dar g afew, Afa e e
Rquia #t gefa ik fFlt srdegavar i Rffrsear w AR wwd &

e InIndia’s case, its present fiscal rule is guided by the recommendations of the N.K.
Singh Committee Report.

ART & A A, IdAT Terp T 97 va.F. R afafa fr R i RAwRey O
&R B

o Allowing for some deviations under exceptional times, it has three policy targets:
e oRfPufaal # o Ruea < sgafa &3 go, soa i Afa qe7 afae &
1. Debt-GDP ratio (stock target) — FoT-sSId 3r[urer (¥iF @a)
2. Fiscal deficit-GDP ratio (flow target) — TSt €TeT-SASdt T (FaTE
87
3. Revenue deficit-GDP ratio (composition target) — IrsI¥d HTeT-SSIdY 3fe7arel
(T &)
e Though both expenditure and revenue receipts can potentially act as policy
instruments to meet a specific set of fiscal rules, tax-rates within the existing policy

framework happen to be determined independently of the expenditure requirement
of the economy.

greriteh o9 3R Toreg wiftaar ganfaa &7 F Aifa Iuwton & §T F FT X THhd g,
cifehet Fioper Aifer e & FT-aX srdeyaeyr A Y JrATFAHT ¥ FAT T @
fruifa & s 81

e Accordingly, in the present institutional framework in India, it is primarily the
expenditure that is adjusted to meet fiscal rules at given tax-ratios.
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SaAIT, R # TTAT HEATTT &4 & 366N, A&T T @ a7 N garfaa fmar
STaT @ aries freifa Fv-srequral & ded Tere st w g fRar s e

Implications for Fiscal Policy

T Aifa & foae gema

e This adjustment mechanism has at least two related but distinct implications for
fiscal policy:
g AN aF T sifa & fav & gafta afda fafdse wenma sear &

1. Independent of the extent of expenditure needed to stimulate the economy
or boost labour income, existing fiscal rules provide a cap on expenditure by
imposing the three policy targets.

HAYGEAT T NHITET FIA ITHH 3T HY FG & [0 AT H qF T HAT
¥ TaT T W, Aioer Teran e dier sifa srat A o) e 1w W U
i FuRa #=a &

2. Under any situation when the debt-ratio or deficit ratio is greater than the
targeted level, expenditure is adjusted to meet the policy targets.

gfe et off aRTPYfY & Hor-sequra a1 arer-3reurd affia T & s g
g, aroifa oeai & QU A & v s w s R s

e By implication, independent of the state of the economy and the need for
expansionary fiscal policy, existing policy targets may lead the Government to
reduce expenditure.

sOHT 7Y g ¢ T rdcyaryr 1 Rufa ¥ a7 & & 31 Rrarad tesniy Sife
#Y HIIFAT F GG, Alolel Afcd T&T TFR FT 7T A Feldl F F fAv Aoy
T THA &

Need for Re-examining Fiscal Rules

mﬁﬂﬁwﬁaﬁgmmﬁaﬁmm

e In the midst of the inadequacies of fiscal policy to address contemporary challenges
of unemployment and low output growth rate, the nature and objective of fiscal
rules in India would have to be re-examined.

S 3R FA Feurea geftr & ol amyfas gatfaat &1 game @ & fav
FHisler Toidi A A1 sroaicaant #1 d@d gu, 7R & e et S apia
3R 3egeT H qe: waHlaT AR gl
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ISRO set for a historic 100th
launch from Sriharikota

The GSLV-F15 mission will lift off in the early hours of Wednesday; the first launch, SLV-3 E10, had

taken place in August 1979 when former President Abdul Kalam was the Director of the mission

oe

|GS Paper lll: S&T |

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-

tion (ISRO) will in
the early hours of Wednes-
day oversee the historic
100th launch from the Sat-
ish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) in Sriharikota with
the GSLV-F15 mission.

The first launch, on Au-
gust 10, 1979, was the expe-
rimental flight of Satellite
Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3
El0) carrying the Rohini
Technology Payload,
which was only partially
successful, according to
the space agency. Former
President of India A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, who was
then with the ISRO, was
the Director of the mission.
Dr. Kalam and the ISRO of-
ficials recovered from the
setback and tasted success
with the SLV-3E2 a year la-
ter, on July 18, 1980, as the
Rohini satellite, RS-1, was
placed in orbit.

After this, the ISRO
launched two more SLV
missions; four Augmented
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(ASLV) missions; 62 mis-
sions from its workhorse,
the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV); 16 Geosyn-
chronous Satellite Launch

I

Aiming high: The GSLV-F15 mission seeks to place NVS-02, a

navigation satellite, into a geosynchronous transfer orbit. x/@IsrRo

Vehicle (GSLV) missions;
seven Launch Vehicle Mark
3 (LMV3) missions; three
Small Satellite Launch Veh-
icle (SSLV) missions; one
Reusable Launch Vehicle
(RLV) mission; one Test
Vehicle Abort Mission; and
one Pad Abort Test (PAT)
as part of the Gaganyaan
programme.

The location of the spa-
ceport on the east coast
was decided upon by the
founding members of the
Indian space programme
due to its unique features.
“Features like a good
launch azimuth corridor
for various missions, near-
ness to the equator (benef-

iting eastward launches)
and large uninhabited area
for a safety zone have
made Sriharikota the ideal
location for the space-
port,” the SDSC has stated
on selecting this location.

Landmark missions
Among its landmark mis-
sions were India’s lunar
missions, including the
PSLV-Cl11/Chandrayaan-1 in
2008, the GSLV-MKk III - M1/
Chandrayaan2 in 2019,
and the LVM3 M4/Chan-
drayaan-3 in 2023, which
made India the first coun-
try to touchdown in the
polar region of the moon.
The PSLV-C25/Mars Or-

Features like a good
launch azimuth corridor,
nearness to the equator
and large uninhabited
area have made
Sriharikota ideal location
for the spaceport

ISRO

biter Mission in 2013 was
another important launch
as it was India’s first inter-
planetary mission, and the
PSLV-C57/Aditya-L1 in 2023
was India’s first mission to
study the sun.

Another watershed mo-
ment was the launch of the
PSLV-C37/ Cartosat-2 series
in 2017. During this mis-
sion, the ISRO launched a
record 104 satellites in a
single flight — this was a re-
cord till 2021, when it was
was broken by the SpaceX
Falcon 9 that launched 143
satellites.

It has not been all rosy
for the space agency, and
the launch pad as there
have also been multiple fai-
lures, including the GSLV-
F02/ INSAT-4C in 2006,
GSLV-D3/ GSAT-4 and
GSLV-FO6/ GSAT-5P in
2010, and the GSLV-F10/
EO0S-03.

ISRO set for a
historic 100th
launch from
Sriharikota

A sligierer &
fagi@® 1009
q8qor & foT duR

The GSLV-F15 mission
will lift off in the early
hours of Wednesday; the
first launch, SLV-3 E10,
had taken place in
August 1979 when former
President Abdul Kalam
was the Director of the
mission

SeaTad-tw15 e
qUaR $T gag vaila
forar StTEeTT; 9ger waigor,
THUAG!-3 §10, 391Ed
1979 # g3 T, o9 qd
et g Fa §0
e & fAceas 9

Historic 100th Launch from Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC)
Adter eraer 3rafeT g (SDSC) ¥ Wae@s 1004t dfe=r

Address
Email Id

On Wednesday, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will oversee the
historic 100th launch from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), Sriharikota,
with the GSLV-F15 mission.

TUAR FT HRAT HARET IHTHUET WIS (ISRO) Welter waet Haiar &g (SDSC),
MR ¥ MagRs 1004t dfer &1 Tt F3M, FEH GSLV-F15 A anfae

qm|
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e The first launch on August 10, 1979, was the experimental flight of Satellite
Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3 E10), carrying the Rohini Technology Payload.

qgall dled 10 3P 1979 Y 3YAE FaIIUT aTgal-3 (SLV-3 E10) FT YANIcHA® 33T
oft, s Aol Sa=taiel s aml
e It was only partially successful, according to ISRO.
ISRO & IR, T§ HIfAF TT { TG @I
e Former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was the Director of the mission.
7§ gufa TS, eqe FoHA 39 e F PR &9

e ISRO recovered from this setback and succeeded with SLV-3E2 on July 18, 1980,
when the Rohini satellite (RS-1) was placed in orbit.

|SRoﬁsvmaT#W§c 18 S[elT§ 1980 HT SLV-3E2 & WIT WHeT HIod
#1, o« Aol 3uaE (RS-1) FF Fam & TIRT fFAr 1=m

Major ISRO Launches
ISRO #Y wH@ aifedar

e ISRO has since launched:
3HF 91 ISRO & diew fFu:

o Two more SLV missions.
ar 3iv sLv e

o Four Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) missions.
IR 3es dearse e fiha (ASLVY) RAeE|

o 62 missions from the workhorse Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).
T Qe Aeese diled idhd (PSLV) ¥ 62 Re=|

o 16 Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) missions.
16 {-HAFIfOId 3UAE &IYOT dTeel (GSLV) e

o Seven Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) missions.
AId died gl ATP-3 (LVM3) fRe=|

o Three Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) missions.
e wATer s Al Hider (SSLV) AR

o One Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV) mission.
TF YA: 39ANT AT dled giwd (RLV) e

o One Test Vehicle Abort Mission.
T T Hha die A

o One Pad Abort Test (PAT) under the Gaganyaan programme.
TAAT FRFHA F ded T U8 Hde &Fe (PAT)I

Why Sriharikota was Chosen?

AMeRFrer F FA4 o1 =72
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e Sriharikota was chosen due to its unique features like:
sMERArer #1 s0& 3 Ui & FROT T a7, S
o A good launch azimuth corridor for various missions.
Rffiea M=t § v 3resT diea oAy SIRER|
o Proximity to the equator, benefiting eastward launches.
sETeT Y@ F fawear, oed g @ 3R difeder st amer e 81
o Large uninhabited area for safety.

gL ¥ fav 31 @Aster a7

Landmark Missions

Agcaqol e

e PSLV-Cll/Chandrayaan-1 (2008) - India’s first lunar mission.
PSLV-C11/dgdmi-1 (2008) - HR T Ygal dg fAAA|

e GSLV-MK Ill - M1/Chandrayaan-2 (2019) - India’s second lunar mission.
GSLV-MK Il - M1/agaTd-2 (2019) - HRA T Ry g e

e LVMS3 M4/Chandrayaan-3 (2023) - India became the first country to land in the
Moon’s polar region.

LVM3 M4/SgaTe-3 (2023) - AR I6AT & YT &F & 3o arem ggar o &=
e PSLV-C25/Mars Orbiter Mission (2013) - India’s first interplanetary mission.
PSLV-C25/#3TedTe (2013) - IR FT gl Faagid e
e PSLV-C57/Aditya-L1 (2023) - India’s first mission to study the Sun.
PSLV-C57/3fecq-Terl (2023) - §F &1 IHeqAT F & fAT 0 F7 wgen e

e PSLV-C37/Cartosat-2 series (2017) - ISRO launched a record 104 satellites in a
single flight, a record held till 2021.

PSLV-C37/Cartosat-2 #@dT (2017) - ISRO & U&F 331 H 104 3W3E died FX RPIs
T, ST 2021 % FIEH &I

Notable Failures

‘\1 ]

e GSLV-FO2/INSAT-4C (2006) - Mission failed.
GSLV-F02/INSAT-4C (2006) - e 3w W@

e GSLV-D3/GSAT-4 (2010) - Mission failed.
GSLV-D3/GSAT-4 (2010) - f&ere 3ra%e @7

e GSLV-FO6/GSAT-5P (2010) - Mission failed.
GSLV-FO6/GSAT-5P (2010) - e 3w W@

e GSLV-F10/EOS-03 - Mission failed.
GSLV-F10/EOS-03 - fAereT 3% @I
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Replace regular table salt with lower-sodium
salt substitutes that contain potassium: WHO

|GS Paper Ili: Basic Science |

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHOQ) released a
set of guidelines on Sunday
recommending use of low-
er-sodium salt substitutes.
While the international
body had already strongly
recommended reducing
sodium intake to less than
2 grams a day, it has pro-
posed a set of guidelines to
replace regular table salt
with lower-sodium salt
substitutes that contain po-
tassium. This recommen-
dation is for adults (not
pregnant women or chil-
dren), and excludes indivi-
duals with kidney impair-
ments or with other
circumstances or condi-
tions that might compro-
mise potassium excretion.
The emphasis on salt —
with so many recommen-
dations on how much to
consume and its constitu-
tion — is because of the

Crucial change: Reducing salt consumption can help maintain
cardiovascular health and prevent strokes. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

huge impact it has on hu-
man physiology. Sodium
(contained in salt) and wa-
ter travel together in the
human body, explains Pri-
ya Chockalingam, founder,
Cardiac Wellness Institute,
Chennai. Salt forces the bo-
dy to retain water, so eat-
ing too much salt means
more water in the blood
vessels, raising blood pres-
sure. Reducing salt con-
sumption, therefore, re-
duces the load on the
system, by significantly de-
creasing the volume in the

blood, thus impacting di-
rectly, positively on blood
pressure. This will have an
ameliorative effect on car-
diovascular health and pre-
vent strokes.

Effective way

Globally, each year, eight
million deaths are associat-
ed with poor diets, and of
these, 1.9 million are attrib-
utable to high sodium in-
take. There is enough evi-
dence to  stridently
endorse reducing salt as
an effective way to reduce

noncommunicable diseas-
es (NCDs) such as cardio-
vascular diseases (CVDs)
and chronic kidney disease
by lowering blood pres-
sure. It also lowers the
risks of other conditions
associated with high sodi-
um intake, such as gastric
cancer, the guideline says.
It provides evidence-in-
formed guidance on the
use of lower-sodium salt
substitutes, in which NaCl
(sodium chloride) is par-
tially replaced with KCI
(potassium chloride) for
household consumption of
table salt, but not in pack-
aged foods, or foods con-
sumed outside of home.
The recommendations are
to be employed by policy-
makers, programme man-
agers, health professionals
among other stakeholders,
to promote reduction of
sodium intake.
Vivekanand Jha, execu-
tive director, The George
Institute for Global Health

in India, says this guideline
is very significant for India,
given the propensity to
add extra salt to everyth-
ing. This is an appreciable
effort to change behaviour,
he says.

“Instead of targeting in-
dividuals with messages
about reducing salt, it
makes sense to change
what is available to them at
a population level, in this
case, low sodium salt, and
make it affordable to all,”
Prof. Jha explains. He adds
that the WHO guidelines
clearly keep out persons
who might have to be on a
low potassium diet. Regu-
lar salt may still be availa-
ble for them.

Dr. Priya, while endors-
ing efforts to reduce salt
consumption, particularly
given the culture in India,
also flags the issue of put-
ting people with possibly
undetected kidney dis-
ease, on a potassium-en-
hanced salt alternative.

Replace regular table salt with lower-sodium salt substitutes
that contain potassium: WHO

afaa taa daF 1 Jee FA AETIHT I 7S FT sEIATT
1 g TRREHE & WHO

WHO Guidelines on Lower-Sodium Salt Substitutes

SecqUast & FA-WPIAN a7 RAFewl W Renfader

e On Sunday, the World Health Organization (WHO) released guidelines recommending
the use of lower-sodium salt substitutes.

IR F1, AT FTaeT @Ired (WHO) & H-UIf3TH d#s RFedl & 39991 6T
fAwifter st arer feanfader s frw)

Address :
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

WHO had already strongly recommended reducing sodium intake to less than 2
grams per day.

WHO dgel & |if3aer faa & ufer foer 2 amr @ &7 3@ o1 FAwiier a gahr |

The new guidelines propose replacing regular table salt with lower-sodium salt
substitutes containing potassium.

T feenfader aTamer o Wiee F FA-AEFIH d7F FFedl @ qga F1 gIa &
&, Foraet e fRrs g 2

This recommendation is for adults and excludes pregnant women, children, and
individuals with kidney impairments or conditions that affect potassium excretion.

Ig AwRer aahi & fov § 3R metach afganst, <ot ik & & gaenst oo
SqfFadl @Y ATH g el &, oot R 7 MRer forssprarer wenfae gierm 21

Impact of Salt on Health

FAFLY YT oJHAR &l YHAIT

Sodium and water travel together in the human body, increasing blood volume and
blood pressure.

AfETA IR o R # vF A gad § 9 W@d Amr 3R @ae s S gl
Consuming too much salt forces the body to retain water, increasing blood pressure.

3T F7F FT A7 R I I6A TAC @A & fAT Ao Far g, fowd e

SedT gl
Reducing salt consumption decreases the blood volume, lowering blood pressure
and reducing cardiovascular risks such as strokes.

THS T WUd HH Flal T IFd AMET gedl g, 900 &9 FF7 21T € 3R geg watf
@A, ST T&F A g B

Global Impact of High Sodium Intake

3= AIfRIA A9« &1 dARTFH goT

8 million deaths globally each year are linked to poor diets, with 1.9 million deaths
due to high sodium intake.

& T ARgsh TR W 8 FAfager Ald @ww mer @ o3 gl &, St & 1.9 feraar
Ald 3Tg @f3TA daa & FROT AT 2

Reducing salt intake is an effective strategy to lower noncommunicable diseases
(NCDs) such as cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) and chronic kidney disease.

AHE FT Vel HA FETI-FAR Aaf (NCDs), S &F W (CVDs) 3R 0aje &7 9T
PN HH I BT JHTET RIHT gl
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High sodium intake is also linked to gastric cancer.

Iog WA Yo &1 gau dAfew Fawa s g

WHO'’s Guidelines on Salt Substitutes

WHO & ##® fQ&eal qv fanfader

The guideline recommends partially replacing sodium chloride (NaCl) with
potassium chloride (KCI) in household table salt.

feenfadelt & WIftgw FaREE (NaCl) Fr MRATH FaREs (KC) A 31k+ &7 @
Tgaa 7 RAwHIRer $r 7 §, TrEE we Ead diee Al

These substitutes are not recommended for packaged foods or food consumed
outside the home.

¥ fdehey ¥Fs3 WG Temf a1 X @ 9T W I e e & o 3Rt FE
gl

Policymakers, program managers, and health professionals are expected to
implement these recommendations.

fafasatarsd, Fwa vaus! R T T @ g et 1 awE) v @
3G & ST B

India’s Perspective on WHO Guidelines
R # WHO feanfadeit &1 #gea

Vivekanand Jha, Executive Director of The George Institute for Global Health in
India, stated that this guideline is significant for India, as people tend to add extra salt
to food.

fadweg o1, g Sifer $¥dege BR Tdad ¥ed, $RAT & FRIHN s o Far & I8
fenfader s & fow Azt &, Fifd A1 sioe # sfaRea 9% srea £

He emphasized that instead of targeting individuals with awareness messages,
changing the available salt at a population level is a more effective approach.

3egiel SR AT o safFdaerd SeTewar Teelf W &I & & I, AT H 3Teleel
TAHE B ScolT 3TDh FHTET TR gl

The guidelines also consider individuals who need to follow a low-potassium diet,
ensuring that regular salt remains available for them.

feenfader 39 afFaar &1 Y euaT & Wa & O 7 NRRIFT 3R F1 I1edeT FIT

AT §, 50 39F v AT AAF 3uAsH 947 W

Dr. Priya Chockalingam, Founder of Cardiac Wellness Institute, Chennai, supports
reducing salt intake but cautions that undetected kidney disease may pose risks when
using potassium-enhanced salt substitutes.

st. Rrar At Fffas doaw FEATIe, Foe1s T GEATH, AHF AT I
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A B FHYT FIA &, Afhet M8 A ¢ o AT & i oy arer it & fow
RRA g aHF RFer @A 77 & T ¢

What is the corpse flower?

[GS Paper IlI: Basic Science |
The Hindu Bureau

On January 24, a rare
plant known as the
corpse flower bloomed
in Sydney, Australia, for
the first time in more
than a decade. A
similar flower bloomed
in New York in the U.S. on the same
day.
In both instances, the plant emitted an
odour likened to rotting flesh,
delighting hundreds who queued for a
whiff.
For the past week, curiosity seekers
have been visiting the Sydney
specimen, nicknamed “Putricia”, at the
Royal Botanic Garden. The Brooklyn
Botanical Garden in New York dubbed
its plant “Smelliot”.
The two flowers are Amorphophallus
titanum and Amorphophallus gigas. In
each case, the oversize flower features
fluted crimson petals and can measure
more than a metre across with a
pointed centre stalk that can top 3
metres. The plant typically doesn’t
bloom more than once every few years
and lasts only about a day. A specimen
has not bloomed in Sydney since 2010.
The plant emits the foul odour to
attract carrion insects for pollination.
These insects feed on the rich
concentration of organic compounds in
decomposing matter, thus the name.
As the sheath enclosing the stalk

The ‘corpse flower’ seen at the Royal Botanical
Gardens in Sydney, Australia. REUTERS

opens, the stalk heats up to 37° C and
periodically releases compounds like
dimethyl trisulphide, isovaleric acid,
and indole, which are responsible for
the smell.

The emissions peak at evening and
night, when carrion insects are most
active, and their smell is discernible
even a few hundred metres away.
(With agency inputs)
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What is the corpse flower?
el ST R 4T g7

Blooming of the Corpse Flower

Frd FAGT FT f@eeT

e On January 24, arare plant known as the corpse
flower bloomed in Sydney, Australia, for the first
time in more than a decade. A similar flower
bloomed in New York, U.S., on the same day.
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¢ In both instances, the plant emitted an odour
likened to rotting flesh, delighting hundreds who
queued for a whiff.

it & A 39 G ¥ W gu A S o
oY, e At o S qE & T o
o

o For the past week, curiosity seekers have been
visiting the Sydney specimen, nicknamed

“Putricia”, at the Royal Botanic Garden. The Brooklyn Botanical Garden in New

York dubbed its plant “Smelliot”.
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e The two flowers are Amorphophallus titanum and Amorphophallus gigas.

I gl BT Amorphophallus titanum 31T Amorphophallus gigas 9<Tfd & g1

¢ In each case, the oversized flower features fluted crimson petals and can measure
more than a metre across with a pointed centre stalk that can top 3 metres.
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e The plant typically doesn’t bloom more than once every few years and lasts only
about a day. A specimen has not bloomed in Sydney since 2010.
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e The plant emits the foul odour to attract carrion insects for pollination. These
insects feed on decomposing matter, thus the name corpse flower.
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e Asthe sheath enclosing the stalk opens, the stalk heats up to 37°C and periodically
releases compounds like dimethyl trisulphide, isovaleric acid, and indole, which are
responsible for the smell.
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e The emissions peak at evening and night, when carrion insects are most active, and
their smell is discernible even a few hundred metres away.
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U.P’s R-Day
tableau wins
first place

lPCS

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

U.P’s tableau at the Repu-
blic Day parade won the
first place in the People’s
Choice Award with 40%
votes, the State govern-
ment said on Tuesday.
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U.P.’s R-Day tableau wins first place
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U.P.’s Tableau Wins First Place in People’s Choice Award
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. U.P.’s tableau at the Republic Day parade won the first place in
the People’s Choice Award with 40% votes, the State government said
on Tuesday.
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